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TIME and CHANCE. 
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SERMON VIIL 


ECCLESIASTES IX. 11. 


J returned and ſaw under the ſun, that the 
race is not to the ſwift, - nor the battle to 
the ftirong, — neither yet bread to the wiſe, 
nor yet riches lo men of underſianding, 
nor yet favour to men of ſtall, —but time 
and chance happeneth to them all. 


HEN a man caſts a look upon 
this melancholy deſcription of 
the world, and fees contrary to all his 
gueſſes and expectations, what different 
tates attend the lives of men, — how oft 


it happens in the world, that there is not 


even bread to the wiſe, nor riches to men 
of underſtanding, &c. — he is apt to 
conclude with a gh upon it, — in the 

A 4 words, 
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words,—tho* not in the ſenſe of the wiſe 
man. that time and chance happeneth 
to them all. That time and chante, — 
apt ſeaſons and fir conjunctures have the 
greateſt ſway, in the turns and diſpoſals 
of men's fortunes. And. chat, as theſe 
jucky his, (a8 they are called) happen to 
be for, or againſt a man,—they either 


open the way to his advancement againſt 


all obſtacles, —or block it up againſt all 
helps and attempts. That as the text inti- 


mates, neither wiſdom, nor underſtanding, 


nor ſkill ſhall be able to furmount them. 


lomon's, the authority of the obſervation 
— — 
given of ir in all ages fo alternately con. 
firmed by examples and complaints, as 


T9 


However widely we may differ in our 
renſonings upon this obſervation of So- 


as." 
22 


96 


— 
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© as 


SERMON vil 5 
eo leave the fact irſelf unqueſti6naDte, —<" 


That things are carried on in this or H=: 


ſometimes ſo contraty to all our reaſon- 


ings, and the 4eeming probabilities dr 
iaccels, — that even, nem 


ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong ae 


what is ſtranger n no her Neal to 
the wiſe, who ſhould laſt ſtand in want of 
it. nor yet riches to men of underſtand-* 
ing, who you would think beſt quite! 
to acquire them, —nor yet favour to men 
of ſkill, whoſe merit and pretences bid © 
the taireft for it, but that there are ſome 
ſecret and unſeen workings in human 
aitairs, which bafſe all our endeavours, 
and turn aſide the courſe of things sr 
ſach a manner, that the-mitt GE 
cauſes diſappoint and fail ef qirSdaei mg © 
lor us the effects which we willfePand'5 
naturally expected from them! "3 b 
Lou 
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You will ſee a man, of whom was you 
to form a conjecture from the appear- 
ances of things in his favor, — you 
would ſay was ſctting out in the world, 
with the faireſt proſpect of making his 
fortune in it; — with all the advan- 
tages of birth to recommend him, — 
of perſonal merit to ſpeak for him. 
and of friends to help and puſh him for- 
wards : you will behold him, notwith- 
ſtanding this, diſappointed in every effect 
you might naturally have looked for, 
{rom them z— cvery ſtep he takes to- 
wards his advancement, ſumcthing in- 
viſible ſhall pull him back, — ſome un- 
foreſeen obſtacle ſhall riſe, up perpetually 
in his way, and keep there. — In every 
application he makes, — ſome untoward 
circumſtance ſhall blaſt it. He 
ſhall riſe early, — late take reſt, —- 


and 


SERMON VII. 11 


and eat the bread of carcfulneſs, — yet 
ſome happier man ſhall ſtil] riſe up, and 
ever ſtep in before him, and leave him 
ſtruggling to the end of his life, in the very 
ſame place, in which he firſt begun it. 


The hiſtory of a ſecond, ſhall in all 
reſpects be the contraſt to this. He 
ſhall come into the world, with the moſt 
unpromiſing appearance, —ſhall ſet for- 
wards without fortune, — without friends, 
without talents to procure him either 
the one or the other. Nevertheleſs, you 
will fee this clouded profpe& brighten up 
inſenſibly, unacccuntably before him; 
every thing preſented in his way, ſha'l turn 
out beyond his expectations, in ſpight of 
that chain of unſurmountable difficulties 
which firſt threatened him, time and 
chanc-: ſhall open him a wav,—a ſeries of 


ſuccets- 


| 
| 
| 
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e ee fun” 
of men are full of inſtances . 
ture, — where favorable times and 
accidents have done for them, what vi 
dom or {kill could not: and there is ſcarce . 


any one who has lived Jong in the world, 


2 


ee of nr br 
atheiſtically inferred, — that becauſe 
there was ſo much of lottery in this 
life, — and mere caſualty ſeemed to 
have ſuch a ſhare in the diſpoſal of our 
affairs, chat the providence of God 
ſtood neuter and unconcerned in their 
ſeveral workings, leaving them to the 
mercy of time and chance, to be fur- 


thered or diſappointed as ſuch blind 


agents directed. Whereas in truth the 
very oppoſite concluſion follows. For 


r 


power did not ſometimes crols and over- 
rule events in this world, — then our 
policies and deſigns in it, would always 
auſwer according to the wiſdom and ſtra- 
tagem in Which they were d, add 
every cauſe, in the courſe of things, 


At: Wau . 48 1 would 


» 
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14 SERMON VIII. 
would produce its natural effect without 
variation. Now, as this is not the caſe, 
it neceſſarily follows from Solomon's 
reaſoning, that, if the race is not to the 
ſwift, if knowledge and learning do not 
always ſecure men from want. nor care 
and induſtry always make men rich, — 
in the world ; that there is ſome other 
cauſe which mingles itſelf in human at- 
fairs, and governs and. turns them as it 
pleaſes ; which cauſe can be no other 
than the firſt cauſe of all things, and the 
ſecret and over-ruling providence of that 
is ſo high, yet humblerh himſelf to be- 
hold the things that are done in earth, 
railing up the poor out of the duſt, and 
lifting the beggar from the dunghill, and 
contrary to all hopes, ſetting him with 
. princes, 


. 
| 


| 


wiſe in the caſe of man, where the 
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princes, even with the princes of his 
people; which by the way, was the caſe 
of David, who makes the acknowledg- 
ment!—And no doubt - one reaſon, why 
God has ſelected to his own diſpoſal, ſo 
many inſtances as this, where events 
have run counter to all probabilitics, — 
was to give teſtimony to his providence 
in governing the world, and to engage us 
to a conſideration and dependence upon 
it, for the event and ſucceſs of our un- 
dertakings . For undoubtedly —as I 
ſaid, — it ſhould ſeem but ſuitable to na- 
ture's law, that the race ſhould ever be 
to the ſwift, — and the battle to the 
ſtrong ; — it is reaſonable that the beſt 
contrivances and means ſhould have beſt 
fucceſs, —and ſince ir often falls our other- 
wiſe- 


eſt 


Vid. Tillotſon's ſermon on this ſubjecl 
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eſt projects are overthrown, —— and the 
mott hupeful means are blaſted, and time 
and chance happens to all You muſt 
call in the deity to untye this knot, — for 
though at ſundry times----ſundry events 
{all out,--- which we'who look no further 
than the events themſelves, call chance, 
becauſe they fall out quite contrary 
both to our intentions and our hopes, 
—— though at the ſame time, in reſpect 
of God's providence over-ruling in theſe 
events z it vere profane to call them 
chance, for they are pure deſignation, 
and though inviſible, are (till the regular 
diſpenſations of the ſuperintending power 
of that Almighty being, from whom all 
the laws and powers of nature are de- 
rived,----who, as he has appointed,----ſo 
holds them as inſtrumenss in his hands: 
and without invading the liberty and free 

will : 
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will of his creatures, can turn the paſſions 
and deſires of their hearts to fulfill his 
own righteouſneſs, and work ſuch effects 
in human affairs, which to us ſeem 
merely caſual, but to him, certain 
and determined, and what his infinite 
wiſdom ſes neceſſary to be brought 
about for the government, and preſer- 
vation of the world, over which pro- 
vidence perpetually prefides. 


When the ſons of Jacob had caſt their 
brother Joſeph into the pit for his de- 


ſtruction, one would think, if ever any 


incident which concerned the life of man 
deſerved to be called chance, it was 


this.--- That the company of Iſhmaelites 


ſhould happen to paſs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time 


too, when this barbarity was committed. 


Vor. II. B After 
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miſchief againſt kim ;--baniſbed him ſrom 


SERMON 'VII 29 


hand of Egype and Canaan, From che 


firſt opening, to the concluſion of this 


vidence of God ſuffered every thing to 
take its courſe : the malice and cruelty of 
Joſeph's brethren, wrought their worſt 


his country and the protectiom of his 
parent. The luſt and baſeneſs of a dit- 


appointed woman funk him ſtill deeper: 


doomed him, friendics, to the mi- 
'ferics'of a hopeleſs priton where be lay 
unglected. Providence, though it did 
ot croſs theſe events, yet providence 
bent thera to the moſt mercitul ends. 
When che Whole Dana was opened. 


* viſdom and cantrivancc of every 


B 2 part 
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part of it was diſplayed. Then it ap- 
peared, it was not they (as the patriarch 
inferred in conſolation of his brethren,) 
it was not they who ſold him, but God, — 
*rwas he ſent him thither before them, — 
his ſuperintending power availed itſelf of 
their paſions—directed the operations of 
them, held the chain in his hand, and 
turned and wound it to his own purpoſe. 
Le verily thought evil againſt me, —- 
but God meant it for good. ye had 
the guilt of a bad intention, his provi- 
dence the glory of accompliſhing a good 
one, — by preſerving cu @ pofeerity upon 
the eerth, and bring to paſ as it is alis 
day, to ſexe mach people a.: All hi- 
tory is full of ſuch mois which 


though they may convince thole who 
look no deeper than the ſurtace of things, 
th.t time and chance Kappen « to all, — 

er 
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yet to thoſe who look deeper, they d- 
nifeſt at the ſame time, that there is 
a hand much buſier in human affairs 
than what we vainly calculate; which 
though the projectors of this world over- 
look, —or at leat make no allowance 
for in the formation of their plans, they 
generally find it in the execution of them. 
And though the fataliſt may urge, that 
every event in this lie, is brought about 
by the miniſtry and chain of natural 
cauſes, yet, in anſwer, —let him go one 
ſtep higher and conſider, —— whoſe 
power it is, that enables theſe cauſes to 
work, —whoſe knowledge it is, that fore- 
ſees what will be their effets, —whoſe 
goodneſs it is, that is inviſibly conducting 
them forwards to the beſt and greateſt 
ends for the happinc ſs of his creatures. 


So that as a great reaſoner juſtly di- 
B 3 ſtin guiſhes, 
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Kinguiſkes, upon this point, —* It is not 
that Gon commandeth the ravens, that 
they are his directions, which be winds 
and the ſeas obey. If his ſervant hides 
himſelf by the brook, ſuch an order, 
catfes and effects ſhall be laid, tha 
the fowls of the ait ſhall miniſter to his 
fkipport.—When this reſource fails, and 
bis prophet is directed to go to Zerepha, 
———for that, he has commanded a widow 
woman there to fuſtzia him, — the fame 
hand which leads the prophet to the gute 
of the city, hall lead forth the diftreſt'd. 
widow to the ſame place, to take him 
uncker her roof, — and tho” upon the im- 
pulſe of a different occafion, ſhalt never - 
theleſs be made to fulfill his promiſe and 
intention of their mutual preſervation.” 

J Thus 
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Thus much for the proof and illuſtra- 
tion of this great and fundamental doc- 
trine of a providence ; the belief of which 
is of ſuch conſequence to us, as to be 
the great ſupport and comfort of our 
hves. 


Juſtly therefore might the Pſalmiſt 
upon this declaration, that the Lord 
is King — conclude, that the earth may 
be glad thereof, yea the multitude of the 
iſles may be glad thereof. Te 


make us as virtuous, as it has reaſon to 
make us joyful, and that it may bring 
forth in us the fruits of good living to. 
his praiſe and glory, to whom be all 
a CC Gs. 
for evermore, All. 8 
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SERMON IX. 


The Character of HEROD. 


Preached on Innocents Day. 


. 
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SERMON IX. 
Marr 11. 17. 18. 


Then wes fulfied that which was ſpoken by 
Feremy the prophet, ſaying, In Rama 
toas there à voice beard, lamentaticn, and 
weeptny, and great mourning, Rar 
weeping for her children, and would not 
be con:ferted berauſe they are not. 


H E words which Sr. Matthew 
cites here as fulfilled by the cruel- 
ry and ambition of Herod, — are in the 
31ſt chapter of Jeremiah 15th verſe. 
In the foregoing chaptet che prophet 
having declared God's intention of turn- 
by the reſtoration of the tribes which 
had been led away captive into Babylon; 
he 


| 
| 
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he proceeds in the beginning of this 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give a more particular deſcription 
of the great joy and feſtivity of thar 
promiſed day, when they were to return 
once more to their own land, to er ter 
upon their ancient poſſeſſions, and enjoy 
agan all the privileges they had loſt, 
and amongſt others, and what was above 
them all, the favour and protection 
of God, and the continuation of his 
. | 


it; 


To make therefore the impreſſion of 
this change the fironger upon their minds 


when they were firſt led away captive. | 


Thus ſaith the Lord, A voice was heard 
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in Rama; lamentation and bitter weepings 
Rachael weeping for her children, refuſed 
to be comforted, becauſe they were not. 


r 
of this deſcriprion, it is to be remembered 
that the tomb of Rachael, Jacob's be- 
loved wife, as we read in the 35th of 
Geneſis, was fituated near Rama, and be- 
twixt that place and Bethlehem. Upon 
which circumſtance the prophet raiſes 
one of the moſt affecting ſcenes, chat 
could be conceived ; for as the tribes in 
their ſurrowful journey betwixtRamaand 
Bethlehem in their way to Babylon, were 
ſuppoſed to pals by this monumental pil- 
lac of their anceſtor Rachael Jacob's wiſe, 
the prophet by a common liberty, in che- 
toric, introduces her as riſiag up out 
mother of two of their tribes, weeping 

tor 
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of the Remiſn gregmers would have hit 
upon is befare pow, Fog ag it favors the 
doctrine at interceſhons —y there had not 
been yadeniable vouchers fas the real in- 
ventors of the conceit, ane ſhauld much 
ſooner have fought for it amongſt the 
oral traditions of this church, than in the 
Talmud, where it is. 


But this by che. bye. There is ſtill 
another interaretation of the words here 
cited by St. Mathew, which altogether 
exaludes this feepecal rearclematian | 
have given ef tham. — By which tis 
thought, thx the lamentation af Ra- 
chael. here deſcrihed, has no immediate 
reſereer ta Necharl, Jacob's wile, but 


har deſanadems, the dliſtreſſed mothers 


of: the tribe of. Benjamin and Ryphram 
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give the words of the prophet, the appli- 
cation of them by the evangeliſt is equal- 
ly juſt and faithful. For as the former 
ſcene he relates, was tranſacted upon the 
very fame ſtage —- in the ſame diſtrict 
of Bethlehem near Rama —— where fo 
many mothers of the ſame tribe now ſuf- 
the words of Jeremiah, as the evan- 
geliſt oi: ves, were literally accompliſh- 
ed. and no doubt, i» that homid day, 


a voice 


SERMON RN. 3; 
a voice was heard again in Rama, la- 


to be comforted : every Bethlemitiſh 
mother involved in this calamity, behold- 
ing it with hopelcſs ſorrow — gave vent 
to it — each one, bewailing her children, 
and lamenting the hardneſs of their lot, 
with the anguiſh of a heart as incapable 
of conſolation, as they were of redreſs. 
Monſter ! — could no conſideration of 
all this tender ſorrow, ſtay thy hands? 
Could no reflection upon fo much 
of Bethlehem, interpoſe and plead in 
behalf of ſo many wretched objects, as 


this tragedy would make? Was chere 
no way open to ambition but that thou 
muſt trample upon the affections of na- 
ture? Could no pity for the innocence 

Vol. II. 


C- 


of 
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of childhood ——no ſympathy for the 
yernings of parental love incline thee 
to ſome other meaſures for thy ſecurity 
but thou muſt thus pitileſsly ruſh 
in — take the victim by violence 
tear it from the embraces of the mo- 
ther —offer it up before her eyes — 
leave her diſconſolate for ever—broken- 
hearted with a loſs — fo affecting in 
itlef — fo circumſtanced with horror, 
that no time, how friendly ſocver to the 
mournſul — ſhould ever be able to 
wear out the impreſſions. 


There is nothing in which the mind 
of man is more divided chan in the 
accounts cf this horrid nature. For 
when we conſider man, as faſhioned by 
his maker innocent and upright — full 
of the tendeteſt diſpoſitions—with a heart 
incli- 
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inclining him to kindneſs, and the love 
and protection of his ſpecies — this idea 
of kim would almoſt ſhake the credit 
of ſuch accounts; -— fo that to clear 
them — we are forced to take a ſecond 
view of man —- very different from this 
favorable one, in which we intenſibly 
repreſent him to our imaginations—that 
is—we are obliged to confider him— 
not as he was made -— but as he is — 
a creature by the violence and irregula- 
rity of his paſſions capable of being per- 
verted trom all thele friendly and bene- 
volent propenſities, and ſometimes hur- 
ried into exceſſes ſo oppoſite to them, as 
to render the moſt unnatural and horrid 
accounts of what he does but too proba- 
ble. The truth of this obſervation will 
be exemplityed in the caſe before us. For 
next to the faith and character of the 

C'S hiſtorian 
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biſtorian who reports ſuch facts, the 
particular character of the perſon who 
committed them is to be conſidered as 
a voucher for their truth and credibility ; 
—and it upon enquiry, it appears, that 
the man ated but conſiſtent with him- 
ſelf, — and juft fo as you would have 
expected . principles. — the re- 


| Wich this view, it may nut be an unac- 
ceptable application of rhe remaining part 
of a diſcourſe upon this day, to give you 


a ſketch of the character of Herod; not as 


drawn from ſcripture, -—- for in, general 
it furniſhes us with few materials for ſuch 


. 
off 
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EF in few words the hiſtory of the un- 
godly, how great ſocver they were in the 
eyes of the world, — - and on the other 
hand dwells largely upon the ſmalleſt 
actions of the righteous. — We find all 
the circumſtances of the lives of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac. Jacob, and Joſeph, recorded 
in the minuteſt manner. The wicked 
brought upon the ſtage, on purpoſe to be 
condemned. The uſe and advantage of 
which conduct - is, I ſuppoſe, the reaſon, 
as in general it enlarges on no cha- 
rater, but what is worthy of imitarion. 
*Tis however undeniable, that the lives 
of bad men are not without uſe, and 
whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with 
2 corrupt view to be admired, — bur on 
purpoſe to be dereſted,--it muſt excire ſuch 
an horror againſt vice, as will ſtrike in- 

C 2 directly 
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directly the ſame good impreſſion. And 
though it is painful to the laſt degree to 
paint a man in the ſhades which his vices 
have caſt upon him, —yet when it ſ-rves 
this end, and at the ſame time illuſtrates 
a point in ſacred hiſtory — it carries its 
own excuſe with it. 


This Herod, therefore, of whom the 
evangeliſt ſpeaks, if you take a ſuperficial 
view of his life, you would ſay was a 
compound of good and evil, — - that 
though he was certainly a bad man, — 
yet you would think the maſs was tem- 
pered at the ſame time with a mixture 
of good qualities. So that, in courſe, 
as is not uncommon, he would appear 
with two characters very different from 
each other. If you looked on the more 
favorable fide, you would fee a man of 


greas 
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great adureſs, -—— popular in his beha- 
vior, — generous, prince-like in his en- 
tertainmeats and expences, and in a word 
ſer off with all ſuch virtues and ſhewy 
properties, as bid high for the counte- 
nance and approbation of the world. 


View him in another light, he was an 
ambitious, deſigning man, ſuſpicious 
of all the world, — rapacious, —1mpla- 
cable in his temper, —— without ſenſe of 
religion, — or feeling of humanity. — 
Now in all ſuch complex characters as 
this, —the way the world uſually judges, 
is — to ſum up the good and the bad 
againſt each other, — deduct the leſſer 
(as we do in paſling other accounts) give 
credit to the man for what remains upon 
the ballance. Now, though this ſeems a 
FE gp tair, 
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fair, yet I fear tis often a fallacious 
reckoning, —which though it may ſerve 
in many ordinary caſcs of private life, 
yet will not hold good in the more no- 
torious inſtances of men's lives, eſpe- 
cially when ſo complicated with good 
and bad, as to exceed all common bounds 
and proportions. Not to be deceived in 
ſuch caſes we muſt work by a different 
rule, which though it may appear leſs 
candid, yet to make amends, 1 am 
perſuaded will bring us in general much 
nearer to the thing we want, —— which 
is truth. The way to which is — in all 
judgments of this kind, to diſtinguiſh 


ruling paſſion which leads the character 
Hand ſeparate that, irom the other parts 
brought 
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brought to ſerve and ſupport that. For 
want of this diſtin&ion, — we often think 
are the furtheſt from it, and all the va- 
riety of ſhapes and contradictory appear - 
ances we put on, are in truth but fo 


With this clew, let us endeavour to 
unravel this character of Herod as here 
given. | 


The firſt thing which ſtrikes one in it 
is ambition, an immoderate thirſt, as 
well as jealouſy of power; -— how in- 
conſiſtent ſoever in other parts, his cha- 
rater appears invariable in this, and 
every action of his life was true to it.— 
From hence we may venture to conclude, 

that 
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that moſt, if not all the other wheels 
were put in motion by this firſt ſpring. 
Now let us conſider how far this was 
the caſe in fact. 


To begin with the worſt part of him, 


l faid he was a man of no ſenſe of 
religion, or at leaſt no other ſenſe of 
it, but that which ſerved his turn for 
he is recorded to have built temples in 
Judea, and erected images in them for 
idolatrous worſhip, — not from a p-r- 
ſuaſion of doing right, for he was bred a 
Jew, and conſequently taught to abhor 
all idolatry, — but he was in truth ſa- 
crificing all this time, to a greater idol 
of his own, his ruling paſſion; for if we 
may truſt Joſephus, his ſole view in fo 
groſs a compliance was to ingratiate him- 

{If 
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ſelf with Auguſtus and the great men 
of Rome from whom he held his power. 
——— With this he was greedy and ra- 
pacious — how could he be otherwiſe 
with ſo devouring an appetite as am- 
bition to provide for ? — He was jea- 
lous in his nature, and fuſpicious of all 
the world. —Shew me an ambitious man, 
that is not ſo; for as ſuch a man's hand, 
like Iſhmael's, is againſt every man, he 
concludes, that every man's hand in courſe 
is againſt his. 


Few men were ever guilty of more 
aſtoniſhing acts of cruelty and yet 
the particular inſtances of them in He- 
rod were ſuch as he was hurried into, 
by the alarms this waking paſſion per- 
petually gave him. He put the whole 
Sanadrim to the ſword ſparing nei- 

ther 
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ther age, or wiſdom, or merit —— one 
cannot ſuppoſe, ſimply from an incli- 
nation to cruelty — no — they had op- 
poſed the eſtabliſhment of his power 
Wann 


n 
cut off by a public execution. — The 
worſt men have natural affection — and 
ſuch a ſtroke as this would run fo con- 
trary to the natural workings of it, chat 
you are forced to ſuppoſe the impulſe ot 
ſome more violent inclination to over- 
rule and conquer it. — And ſo it was, 
for the Jewiſh hiſtorian tells us, *twas 
jealouſy of power, —his darling objet— 
of which he feared they would one day 
or other diſpoſſeſs him —— ſufficient in- 


ducement to tranſport a man of ſuch a 
Thus 
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Thus far this one fatal and extrava- 
gant paſſion, accounts for the dark fide 
of Herod's character. This governing 
principle being firſt laid open — all his 
other bad actions follow in courſe, like 
ſo many ſymptomatic complaints from 
the ſame diſtemper. 


Let us ſee, if this was not the caſe 
even of his virtues too. 


At firſt ſight it ſeems a myſtery—how 

a man, ſo black as Herod has been thus 
{ar deſcribed -— ſhould be able to ſup- 
port himſelf, in the favor and friendſhip 
of ſo wiſe and penetrating a body of men, 
as the Roman ſenate, of whom he held 
his power. To counter - ballance the 
weight of ſo bad and deteſted a character-- 
and be able to bear it up, as Herod did, 
one 
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one would think he muſt have been 


maſter of ſome great ſecret worth en- 
quiring after — he was fo. But that 
ſecret was no other than what appcars 
on this reverſe of his character. He 
was a perſon of great addreſs —- popu- 
lar in his outward bchavior. — He was 
generous, prince-like in his entertain- 
ments and expences. The world was 
then as corrupt at leaſt, as now —— and 
Herod underſtood it —- knew at what 
price it was to be bought —— and what 
„ e eee 


aroſe againſt fo hateful a character — in 
ſpite of all the ill impreſſions, from fo 
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many repeated complaints of his cruel- 
ties and opprefſions — he yet ſtemmed 
play of theſe popular virtues bore him- 
ſelf up againſt it all his lile. So that at 
length, when he was ſummoned to Rome 
to anſwer for his crimes — Joſephus 
tells us — that by the mere magniſi- 
cence of his expences —— and the ap- 
parent generality of his behavior, he en- 
tirely confuted the whole charge — and 
ſo ingratiated himſelf with the Roman 
ſenate—— and won the heart of Au- 
guſtus—(as he had that of Anthony 
before) that he ever after had his favor 
and kindneſs; which I cannot mention 
without adding — that it is an eternal 
ſtain upon the character and memory 
of Auguſtus, that he ſold his coun- 


tenance and protection to ſo bad a man, 
for ſo mean and baſe a conſideration. 


From, 
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From chis point of view, it we look 
back upon Herad— his beſt qualities will 
fhrink into little room, and how glitter- 
ing ſocver in appearance, hen brought 
to this ballance, are found wanting. And 
in truth, if we would not willingly be 
deceived in the value of any virtue or 
we muſt call them to this very account; 
and what principle they have for their 
whole clew is unravelled at. once, and 
the character of Herod,. as complicated 


thus analyſcd, is ſummed. up in three 


wards — That be was 4 men of unbourd- 


ed ambition, who fluck at nathing to gratify 


miniſterial to his ruling paſſion, but his 
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virtues too (if they deſerve the name) 
Cv | 


rod ——the critical review of which has 
many obvious uſes, to which I may 
tfuſt you, having time but to mention 
into this examination, namely, chat al 
count of this day's ſlaughter of the Beth · 
of ſo horrid an account are ſilenceci 
by this account of the man ; ſince in this. 
he ated bur like himſelf, and juſt io 
as you would expect in the fame cir- 
cumſtances. from every man of ſo am- 
bitious a head - and fo bad a heart. 
Conſider, what havock ambition has 
Vor. II. D mads 
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made ho often the fame tragedy has 
been; ated upon larger theatres — where 
or the grey hairs of the aged, have 
ound no protection but whole coun- 
tries without diſtinction have been put 
to the ſword, or what is a cruel, have 
been driven forth to nakedneſs and fa- 
the guidance of this: paſſion. — For 
of the Roman ſenate, ſeventy populous 
cities were un vates facked and deſtroy- 
ed at one preazeyd hour, by P. Emilius — 
by whom one hundred and fifty thouſand 
unhappy people were driven in one day 
into captivity to be ſold to the l igheſt 
bidder to end their days in cruel labor 


and anguiſh. As aſtoniſhing as the ac- 
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count before us is, it vaniſhes into no- 
thing from ſuch views, fince it is plain 
from all hiſtory, that there is no wick- 
edneſs too great for ſo unbounded a 
cauſe, and that the moſt horrid accounts 
in hiſtory are, as I ſaid above, but too 
probable effects of it. 


May God of his mercy defend man- 
kind and grant we may make à proper 
uſe of them, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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JOB's Account of the 


SHORTNEsS and TROUBLES 


of L 1 # x, conſidered. 
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Jos xv. 1, 2. 


Man that is born of a woman, is of few 
days, and full of trouble : — He cometh 
forth like a flower, and is cut deten; be 
fi-eth alſo as a ſhadow and continueth not. 


HERE is ſomething in this re- 
flection of holy Job's, upon the 
ſhortneſs of life, and inſtability of human 
affairs, ſo beautiful and truly ſublime ; 
that one might challenge the writings of 
the moſt celebrated orators of antiquity, 
to produce a ſpecimen of eloquence, ſo 
noble and thoroughly affecting. Whe- 
ther this effect be owing in ſome meaſure, 
to the pathetic nature of the ſubject re- 
flected on; — or to the eaſtern manner of 
9 4 expreJion, 


58 SERMON'X. 


expreſſon in a ſtile more exalted and 
fuitable to ſo great a ſubject, or v hich 
is the more likely account,) d caulc they 
are properly the words of that being, 
and taught his mouth to utter, who open- 
ed the lips of the dumb, and made the 


ſublimity of this, as well as that of num- 


not feem now material; bur ſurely wich- 


out theſe helps, never man was better 


qualiſted to make juſt and noble e- 
ſlections upon the ſhortneſs of life, and 
was, who. had himſelf waded through” 
ſuch a tca of troubies, and in his paſſage 


. and ſunſhine, and by turns had. 
3&0 felt 


tongue of the infant eloquent; to which 
of theſe we are to refer the beauty and 
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felt both the extremes, of all the ha- 
pineſs, wy a. CI 


mortal man is heir c ail 410m 
27 y11SGgotra . 
The begiading of his neee 


wilh for; —he was the greateſt of all the. 
joyed all the comforts and advantages 
not be inclined to give a full looſe to this 
kind of happineſs, without ſome better ſe- 
poſſeſſion of ſuch goods of fortune, which. 
and fly away. But be had that ſecurity 
too. — for the hand of providence which 

N had 
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him, forwards, and ſeemed engaged in 
the preſervation and continuance of theſe 
| bleſſings ; God had ſet a hedge about 
him, and about all that he had on every 
Gde, he had bleſied all the works of his 
day. Indeed even with this ſecurity, 
riches to him that hath neither child or 
brather, as the wiſe man oblerves, inſtead 
of a comfort prove ſometimes a ſore 
travel and vexation. — Ihe mind of man 
is not always ſatisfied with the reaſonable 
aſſurance of its own enjoyments, but will 
look forwards, and if it diſcovers ſome 
imaztinary void, the want of forme beloved 
object to fill his place after him, will. 


« For whom do I labour, and bereave 


myſclf of reſt ?” "4 2 
| This 
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This bar to his happineſs God had 
fikewiſe taken away, in bl. {ing him with 
a numerous offspring f ſons and daugh- 
ters, the apparent inheriters of all his 
preſent happineſs. —Pleaſing reflection 
to think the bleſſings God his indulged 
one's ſelf in, ſhall be handed 2nd con- 
tinued down to a man's own feed ; how - 
little does this differ from a ſecond en- 
zoyment of them, to an affectionate pa- 
rent, who naturally looks forwards with 
as ſtrong an inter: upon his children, 
as if he was to live over 9 his 
1 ap 


What could be wanting to finiſh ſack 
a picture of a happy man? -— Surely 

* * dif tion 
to give a reliſh to theſe bleffings, and 
diret him to make a proper uſe of 
i them. 


* 
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then. re had chat too, for he was.a 
d and eſthewed evil. 

n' & aw 

= Io the thidlt of alekis property which 
Wis as gteat as could well fall to the 
hare of one man ;—whilft all the world 
Poked gay, and ſmiled upon him, and 
every think round him ſeemed to pro- 
mie, if poſſible, an increaſe of happineſs, 
„ 
And ütter Geſpalr.— iq 
Au wold n is :; 

u pickles God for wiſe 1 
blatt the fortunes of bis/houſe; and eur 
off che hopes of his poſteriry; and in anc 
mobrnful day, to bring this great prince 
from his palate down to the dunghill. 
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His flocks and herds, in which conſiſted 


* 
—— — — 
———— " 
— — ooh — a —_—_ 


— 


—_— 
n 
- 


at the time that one might imagine 
they were beginning to be che comſort 
and delight of his old age, which moſt 
| wanted fuch ſtaves to Jean on- and as 
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conſumed by a fire from heaven, the 
remainder taken auay by the ſword of 
the enemy: his ſons and daughters, whom 
tis natural to imagine ſo good a man 
had fo brought up in a ſenſe of their 
duty, as to give him all reaſonable hopes 
of much joy and pleaſure in their future 
lives; — natural proſpect for a, parent 
to look forwards at, to recompenſe him 


pledges of his future happineſi were all, 
all ſnatched from him at one blow, juſt 
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e calamirous accident, * 
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was gri 
grievous enough in itſelt, but like- 


. back of his other mis or- 
2 he was ill prepared to bear 
n 
e at an hour when be 
— y think his chi * 
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Such a concurrence 
of misfortunes are 
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Js of ſome who have 
as levere trials, and bravely 
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health, and the cordial aſfſtankee of a 
friend. And with theſe helps, hat may 
not a man ſuſtain ?—But this was not 
Job's caſe; ſor ſcarce had theſe evils fallen 
upon him, when hc was not only borne 
down with a grievous diſteryper which 
affiited him from the crown of his head 
to the fole of his foot, but likewiſe his 
three friends, in whoſe kind conſolations 
he might have ſound a medicine, — evert 
the wife o. his boom, whoſe duty vd 
was with a gentle hand to have foftencQ' 
all his forrows, inſtead of doing this, 
they cruclly inivited and became the 
reproachers of his integrity. O God! 
what is man when thou thus bruiſeſt 
him, and makeſt his burthen heavier as 
his ſtrength grows lefs ? -— Who, that 
had found himſelf thus an example of 


the many changes and chances of this 


mortal 


! 
: 
l 
: 
N 
1 
1 
| 
1 
1 
[ 
\ 
| 
: 


64 SERMON X. 


mortal life ; — when he conſidered him- 


ſelf now ſtripped and left deſtitute of ſo 
many valuable bleſſings which the mo- 
ment before thy providence had poured 
upon his head ;—when he reflected upon 
this gay delightſome ſtructure, in appear- 
ance fo ſtrongly built, ſo pleaſingly ſur- 
rounded with every thing that could flat- 
ter his hopes and wiſhes, and beheld it all 
levelled with the ground in one moment, 
and the whole proſpect vaniſh with it like 
the deſcription of an enchantment ; — 
who I ſay that had ſeen and felt the ſhock 
of © ſudden a revolution, would not 


tiful reſlections upon the occaſion, and 
faid with Job in the words of the tert, 
That man that is born of a woman, is 
of few days, and full of miſcry, — chat 
he cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 

down ; 
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down z he fleeth alſo as a ſhnadom and 

continueth not ? „ 

— 91 9 

The wards of che next eee ene 

of the natural and moral vanity of man, 

cerning his ſtate and condition in each 
reſpect. 1 


Firſt, that he is a creature of few days 
and ſecondly, that thoſe days are full of 


8 FACS. 30s & | | FS; oh © + 4 1. | 1 
I ſhall- make ſome reflections upon 


each of theſe in their order, and conclude 
99696 reg 
x 4580 

| And feth, thatheis of few days The 
compariſon." hith Job makes uſe of; 
That man cometh forth like a flower, is 
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extremely beautiful, and more to the pur- 
poſe than the moſt elaborate proof, which 
in truth the ſubject will not eaſily admit 
of ; — the ſhortneſs of life being a point 
ſo generally complained of in all ages 
fince the flood, and ſo univerſally felt 
as to require no evidence beyond a ſimi- 
litude ; the intent of which is not ſo 
much to prove the fact, as to illuſtrate 
and place it in ſuch a light as to ſtrike 
us, and bring the impreſſion home to 
ourſelves in a more affecting manner. 


Man comes forth, ſays Job, like a 
flower, and is cut down ;— he is ſent 
into the world the faireſt and nobleſt 
part of God's works —faſhioned after 
the image of his creator with reſpect to 
reaſon and the great faculties of the 

9 48 mind ; 
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mind ; he cometh forth glorious as the 
flower of the field; as it ſurpaſſes the 
vegetable world in beauty, ſo does he 
che animal world in the glory and ex- 
cellencics of his nature. 


The one—— if no untimely accident 

oppreſs it, ſcon arrives at the full period 
of its perfection. is ſuffered to triumph 
for a few moments, and is plucked up 
by the roots in the very pride and gayeſt 
ſtage of its being: — or if it happens to 
eſcape the hands of violence, in a few 
days it neceſſarily fickens of itſelf and 
dies away. 


Man likewiſe, though his progreſs 
is flower, and his duration ſomething 
longer, yet the periods of his growth 
and declenſion are nearly the ſame both 
ia the nature and manner of them. 

E 2 It - 
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If he eſcapes the dangers which threaten 
his tenderer years, he is ſoon got into 
the full maturity and ſtrengt of lite ; 
and if he is fo fortunate as not to be 
hurried out of it then by accidents, 
by his own folly or intemperance ——— 
it he eſcapes theſe, he naturally de- 
cays. of himſelf; — a period comes 
fait upon him, beyond which he was 
not made to laſt. — Like a flower 
or fruit which may be plucked up by 
force before the time of their maturity, 
yet cannot be made to outgrow the pe- 
riod when they are to fade and drop 
of themſelves; when that comes, the hand 
of nature then plucks them both off, and 
no art of the botaniſt can uphold the 
one, or {kill of the phyſician preſerve 
the other, beyond the periods to which 
their original frames and conſtitutions 
wer? made to extend. As God has ap- 

pointed 
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pointed and determined the ſeveral growths 
and decays of the vegetable race, fo 
ke ſeems as evidently to have preſcribed 
the ſame laws to man, as well as all living 
cr:atures, in the firſt rudiments of which, 
there are contained the ſpecifick powers 
of their growth, duration and extinction; 
and when the evolutions of thoſe animal 
powers are exhauſted and run down, 
the creature expires and dies of itſelf, 
as ripe fruit falls from the tree, or a 
flower preſerved beyond its bloom drops 
and periſhes upon the ſtalk. 


69 


Thus much for this compariſon of 
Job's, which though it is very poetical, 
yet conveys a juſt idea of the thing re- 
ferred to. —— “ That he fleeth allo as a 
ſhadow, and continueth not' —is no leſs 
a faithſul and fine repreſentation of 

E 2 the 


| we ſhould lock back upon it all as Ne- 
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the ſhortneſs and vanity of human life, 
of which one cannot give a better expla- 
nation, than by referring to the original, 
from whence the picture was taken. 
With how quick a ſucceſſion, do days, 
months and years pals over cur heads? 
how truely like a ſhallow that departeth 
do they fice away inſenſibly, and ſcarce 
leave an impreſſion with us? — when 
we endeavor to call them back by re- 
flection, and conſider in what manner 
they have gone, how unable are the beſt 
of us to give a tolerable account ?—and 
were it not for ſome of the more re- 
markable ſtages which have diſtinguiſh- 
ec a few periods of this rapid progreſs— 


buchadnezzar did upon his dream when 
he awoke in the morning; — he was 
ſenſible many things had paſied, and 

troubled 
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troubled him too ; but had paſſed on fo 
quickly, they had leſt no footſteps be- 
hind, by which he could be enabled to 
trace them back. Melancholy account 
of the life of man ! which generally runs 
on in ſuch a manner, as ſcarce to allow 
time to make reflections which way it 
has gone. 


How many of our firſt years ſlide by, 
in the innocent ſports of childhood, in 
which we are not able to make reflections 
upon them ?—how many more thought- 
leſs years eſcape us in our youth, when: 
we are unwilling to do it, and are ſo 
eager in the purſuit of pleaſure as to 
have no time to ſpare, to ſtop and con- 
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on, and we begin to think it time to re- 
ſorm and ſet up ſor men of ſenſe and 
conduct, then the buſineſs and perplex- 
ing intzreſts of this world, and the end- 
lets plotting and contriving how to make 
the moſt of it, do fo wholly employ us, 
that we are too buly to wale reflections 
upon fo unprofitable a ſubject. — As 
families and children increaic, ſo do our 
affections, and with them are multiplied 
our cares and toils for their preſer vation 
and eſtabliſhment ;—all which take up 
our thoughts ſo cloſely, and poſſeſs them 
ſo long, that we are often overtaken 
by grey hairs bciore we fee them, or 
have found leiſure to confider how far we 
were got, —what we have been doing, — 
and for what purpoſe God ſent us into 
the world. As man my juſtly be ſaid 
to be of few days cofilidered with refpctt 
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to this haity ſucceſſion of things, which 
ſoon carries him into the decline of his 
lite, ſo may he likewiſe be ſaid to flee 
like a ſhadow and continue not, when 
his duration is compared with other parts 
of God's works, and even the works of 
his own hands, which outlaſt him many 
generations; — Whilſt his - as Homer ob- 
tervcs, like leaves, one generation Crops, 
and another ſprings up to fall again and 
be forgotten. 


But when we further conſider his days 
in the light in which we ought chiefly 
to view them, as they appear in thy 
ſight, O God! with whom a thouſand 
years are but as yeſlerday; when we re- 
lect that this hand- breadth of life is all 
that is meaſured cut to us from that 


eternity for which he is created, how 
does 
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does his ſhort ſpan vaniſh to nothing 


in the compariſon ? Tis true, the greateſt 
portion of time will do the ſame when 
compared with what is to come; and 
therefore ſo ſhort and tranſitory a one, as 
threeſcore years and ten, beyond which 
all is declared to be labour and ſorrow, 
may the eaſier be allowed: and yet how 
uncertain are we of that portion, ſhort 
as it is? Do not ten thouſand accidents. 
break off the lender thread of human 
life, long before it can be drawn out 
to that extent The new-born babe 
falls down an eaſy prey, and moulders 
back again into duſt, like a tender bloſſom 
put forth in an untimely hour. —— The 
hopeful youth in the very pride and 
beauty of liſe is cut off, ſome cruel diſ- 
remper or unthought of accident lays 
him proſtrate upon the earth, to purſue 

Job's 
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Job's compariſon, like a blooming flower 
{mit and ſhrivelled up with a malignant 
blaſt. In this ſtage of liſe chances 
multiply upon us. the ſeeds of diſor- 
ders are fown by intemperance or ne- 


glect, infectious diſtempers are more 


eaſily contracted, when contracted they 
rage with greater violence, and the ſuc- 
cels in many Cafes is more doubtful, 
inſomuch that they who have exerciſed 
themſelves in computations of this kind 
tells us, That one half of the whole 
pecies which are born into the world, 
go out of it again, and are all dead in fo 
ſhort a ſpace as the firſt ſeventcen years. 


Thee reflections may be ſufficient to 
illuſtrate the firſt part of Job's declara- 
tion, ¶ That man is of few days.” Let us 

examine 
2 
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examine the truth of the other, and ſee, 
whether he is not likewiſe full of trouble. 


And here we muſt not take our account 
from the flattering outſide of things, 
which are generally ſet off with a glitter- 
ing appearance enough, eſpecially in wht 
is called, higher Efe.— Nor can we ſafe- 
ly truſt the evidence of ſome of the more 
merry and thoughtleſs amongſt us, who 
are ſo ſet upon the enjoyment of life as 
ſeldom to reflect upon the troubles of 
it — or who, perhaps, becauſe they are 
not yet come to this portion of their in- 
heritance, imagine it is not their com- 
mon lot. —— Nor laſtly, are we to form 
an idea of it, from the deluſive ſtorics 
of a few of the more profperous paſſen- 
gers, who have fortunate}y ſailed through 

and 
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and eſcaped the rougher toils and diſ- 
treſſes. But we are to take our account 
from a cloſe ſurvey of human life, and 
the real face of things, ſtript of every 
thing that can palliate or gild it over. 
We muſt hear the general complaint of 
all ages, and read the hiſtories of man- 
kind. If we look into them, and exa- 
mine them to the bottom, what do they 
contain but the hiſtory of ſad and un- 
comfortable paſſages, which a good-na- 
tured man cannot read but with opppreſ- 
ſion of ſpirits. — Conſider the dreadful 
ſucceſſion of wars in one part or other 
of the earth, perpetuated from cne cen- 
tury to another with ſo little intermiſſion, 
that mank ind have ſcarce had time to 
breathe irom them, ſince ambition firſt 
came into the world; conſider the hor- 
rid effects of them in all thoſe barbarous 

devalta- 
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devaſtations we read of, where whole 
nations have been put to the {word, or 
have been driven out to nakedneſs and 
famine to make room for new comers. 
— Conſider how great a part of our ſpe- 
cies in all ages down to this, have been 
trod under the fect of cruel and capri- 
cious tyrants, who would neither hear 
their cries, nor pity their diſtreſſes. 
Conſidery ſlavery — what it is,. how 
bitter a draught, and how many millions 
have been made to drink of it;—which 
i it can poiſon all earthly happineſs when 
exerciſed barely upon our bodies, what 
muſt it be, when it comprehends both 
the ſlavery of body and mind ? — To 
conceive this, look into the hiſtory of the 
Romiſh church and her tyrants, (or ra- 
therexecutioners) who ſeem to have<aken 
pleaſure in the pangs and convulſions of 
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their fellow creatures. Examine the 
inquiſition, hear the melancholy notes 
ſounded in every cell. Conſider the 
anguiſh of mock trials, and the exquiſite 
tortures conſequent thereupon, mercileſsly 
inflicted upon the unfortunate, where the 
racked and weary ſoul has ſo often wiſhed 
to take its leave, — but cruelly not ſuffer- 
ed to depart. — Conſider how many of 
theſe helpleſs wretches have been haled 
from thence in all periods of this ry- 
rannic uſurpation, to undergo the maſ- 
facres and flames to which a falſe and a 
bloody religion has condemned them. 


If this fad hiſtory and detail of the 
more public cauſes of the miſcries of 
man are not ſufficient, kt us behold 
him in another light with reſpect to the 
more private cauſes of them, and fee 

whe:her 


— 


— —— 
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whether he is not full of trouble like - 
wiſe there, and almoſt born to it as na- 
turally as the ſparks fly upwards. If 
we. conſider man as a creature full of 
wants and neccfiities (whether real or 
tmaginary) which he is not able to ſup- 
ply of himſelf, what a train of diſap- 
pointments, vexations and dependencies 
are to be ſeen, iſſuing from rhence to per- 
plex and make his being uneaſy ?—Haw 
many juſtlings and hard ſtruggles do we 
undergo, in making our way in the world ? 


Ho barbarouſly held back ? — HA 


often and baſely overthrown, in aiming 
only at getting bread ? — How many of 
us never attain it — at leaſt not comfort - 
ably, — but from various unknown cauſes 
Det it all their lives long in bitterneſs ? 


If we ſhift the ſcene, and look up- 
wards, 
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wards, towards thoſe whoſe ſituation in 
life ſeems to place them above the for- 
rows of this kind, yet where are they 
exempt from others? Do not all ranks 
and conditions of men meet with fad ac- 
cidents and numberlcfs calamities in other 
reſpects, which often make them go hea- 
vily all their lives long ? 


How many fall into chronical infir- 
mities, which render both their days and 
nights reſtleſs and inſupportable ?—How 
many of the higheſt rank are tore up 
with ambition, or ſoured with diſappoint- 
ments, and how many more from a 
thouſand ſecret cauſes of diſquiet pine 
away in filence, and owe their deaths to 
forrow and deject ion of heart? If we ca 
our eyes upon the loweſt claſs and con- 
dition of life, — the ſcene is more me- 

Vor. II. F lancholy 
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Jancholy ſtill.— Millions of our fellow 
verty and trouble, forced by the neceſ- 
diy of their lots to drudgery and painful 
.employments, and hard fer with that too, 


to get enough to keep themlclves and 


eat our: 3 till» we — to the 
men aeny a --d 
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But ſome one will ſay, Why are ve 
thus to be put out of love with human 
life? To what purpoſe is it to expoſe 
the dark ſides of it to us, or eniliye 
F oor rather rey 
hes went 5 


— W 
| day of —— it is 
"Every creature ſhould under- 
66” put him in mind of behaving ſuit- 
ably to it. Does not an impartial 
ſurvey of nan — the holding up this 
"glaſs to ſhew him his defects and na- 
tural infirmities, naturally tend to cure 
his pride and cloath him with humi- 
lity, which is a dreſs that beſt becomes 
a ſhort-lived and a wretched creature? 

F 2 Does 
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Does not the conſideration of the ſhort- 
neſs of our lite, convince us of the wiſdom 
of dedicating fo ſmall a portion to the 
great purpolcs of eternity? 


Laſtly, When we refle& that this ſpan 
of life, ſhort as it is, is chequered with 
ſo many troubles, that there is nothing 
in this world ſprings up, or can be en- 
joyed without a mixture of ſorrow, how 
inſenſibly does it incline us to turn our 
eyes and affections from ſo gloomy a 
proſpect, and fix them upon that happier 
country, where afflitions cannot follow 
us, and where God will wipe away all 
tears from off our faces for ever and ever ? 
Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON XI. 


EVIL-SPEAKING. 


„ * . 
s - - „ * 
, 
14 
- 
F 0 . 
” * £ 


, \ . SET 


* * * o 
4 iiT p U 


e 241 lo Aan 
* dun 141.9 


* 224 5, ma 


— 


SERMON x. 


JAMES 1. 26. 


his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 


F the many duties owing both to 
God and our neighbour, there are 
ſcarce any men ſo bad, as not to acquit 
themſelves of ſome, and few fo good, 
I fear, as to practiſe all. 


Every man ſeems willing enough to 
compound the matter, and adopt fo 
much of the ſyſtem, as will at leaſt in- 


paſſion, and for thoſe parts, which would 
F 4 occaſion 
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to conſider them as hard fayings, and. 
ſo leave them for. thoſe to practiſe, whoſe- 
natural. tempers are better ſuited for the 
ſtruggle. So that a. man ſhall. be co- 
vetous,. oppreſſive, revengeful, neither a 
lover of truth, or common honeſty, and. 
yet at the ſame time, ſhall be very re- 
ligious, and ſo ſanctified, as not once to 
fail of paying his morning and evening 
ſacrifice to God. So, on the other hand, 
a man ſhall live without God in the 
world, have neither any great ſenſe of re- 
ligion, or indeed pretend to have any, and 
yet be of niceſt honor, conſcientiouſly 
juſt and fair in all his dealings. And 
here it is that men generally betray them- 
ſelves, decciving, as the apoſtle ſays, thbir 
awn hearts ; of which the inſtances are 
© various, in one degree or other 
throughout. 
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fafely fay, the bulk of mankind live in 
ſuch a contradiction to themſelves, that 
there is no character ſo hard to be met 
nation, will appear altogether uniform, 
aud in every point conſiſtent with itſelf. 


If ſuch a contraſt was only obſervable 
in the different ſtages of a man's life, 
it would ceaſe to be either a. matter 
of wonder, or of juſt reproach. Age, 
experience, and much reflection, may 
naturally enough be ſuppoſed to alter 
a man's ſenſe of things, and fo entirely to 
transform him, that not only in outward 
appearances, but in the very caſt and 
turn of his mind, he may be as unlike 
and different from the man be was 
twenty or thirty years ago, as he ever 

was 
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This, I fay is naturally to be accounted 
_ for, and in ſome cafes might be praiſe- 
worthy too; but the obſervation is to 
be made of men in the fame period of 
- their lives, that in the fame day, ſome- 
- times in the very fame action, they 
© are utterly inconfiſtent and irreconcile- 
uble with themſelves. —Look at a man in 
one light, and be hall feem wiſe, pe- 
 netrating, diſcreet, and brave: behold 
him in another point of view,. and you 
| fee à creature all over folly and indiſcre - 
tion, weak and timorous, as cowardice 
and indiſcretion can make him. A man 
' nevolent to all mankind ;; follow him 
into his own houſe, may be you fee a ty- 
tant, moroſe and ſavage to all, whoſe 


0 
0 — —— — — — - 
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third in his general behavior is found 
to be generous, diſintereſted, humane 
and friendly, — hear but the ſad ftory 
of the friendleſs orphans, too credulouſly 
truſting all their little ſubſtance into 
his hands, and he ſhall appear more 
the injured themſelves have bitterneſs 40 


paint him. Another ſhall be charitable 
to the poor, uncharitable in his cenſures 
eee 


the man who truſts him, and perhaps as 


ur as the buſimeſs of debtor and creditor 


to the uttermoſt mite; yet in matters 


af full. as great concern, where be is 
to have. dhe handling of the parties re- 


TIRE putation 
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the tendereſt property the man has, he 
rob him there without meaſure or pity.— 


And this ſcems to be that particular 
which the text is levelled at, in which 
the words ſeem ſo pointed, as if St. James 
had known more flagrant inſtances of 
this kind of deluſion than what had fal- 
len under the obſervation of any of the 
reſt of the apoſtles ; he being more re- 
markably vehement and copious upon 
tar. fubyot than ay other. 


 Doubiles nnd Mc ora bed 
been notoriouſly. wicked and licentious, 
in this remoriclefs practice of defamation 
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man, though ſpotleſs as an angel, (for 
no character is too ſ.cred for calumay 
to blacken, ) had grievouſly ſuffered 
himſelf, and as his bleſſed maſter fore- 
told him, hed been counlly roviled, and 
evil ſpoken of. 


All his labours > ra 
unaffected and perpetual ſollicitude for 
the preſervation of his fl. ck, his watch- 
ings, his faſtings, his poverty, his na- 
rural ſimplicity and innocence of life, aff 
perhaps were not enough to defend him 
from this unruly weapon, ſo full of 
deadly poiſon. And what in all likely- 
hood might move his forrow and in- 
dignation more, ſome who ſeemed the 
moſt devout and zealous of all his con- 
charitable in that reſpet. Having a 

form 
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Wich fuch it is that he enpoſtulates 


ſo largely in the third chapter of his epi- 


te ; and there is ſomething in his vi- 
vacity tempered with ſuch aſſection and 
concern, as well ſuited the character 
of an inſpired man. My brethren, ſays 
the apoſtle, theſe things ought not to be. 
>——The wiſdom that is from above is 
pure, peaccable, gentle, full of merey. 
without partiality, without hypocriſy. 
The wiſdom from above, — that ber- 
wenly religion which I have preached 
10 you, is pure, alike and conſiſtent with 
idfelf in all its parts; like irs great au- 
thor, 'tis univerſally kind and benevolent 


in all caſes and circumſtances. Its firſt 


| 
1 
| 


| 
1 
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ner ſtone, its moſt diſtinguiſhing cha- 
rater is love, that kind principle which 
brought it down, in the pute exerciſe 
of which conſiſts the chirt.; enjoyment 
of heaven from whence it came. But this 
above, but is carthly, ſenſual, deviliſh,. 
full of confuſion and every evil work. 
Reſlect then a; moment ; cn 8: foub- 
«ad let. your conſciences ſpeak.. — Ought 
not the ſame juſt principle which reſtrains 
vou. ſrom cruaſty and wrong in one caſe. 
*gually.co wathold: you: from it in and- 
4har ? — Should not charity and good: will, 


j 


200.9 through 


—̃ —— 
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through the ſmalleit veſſels in every mem- 
ber, ought it not to operate as regularly 
upon you, throughout, as well upon your 
words, as upon your actions? 


If a man is wiſe and endued with 
knowledge, let him ſhew it, out of 
2 good converſation, with meekneis of 
wiſdom. But — if any man amongſt 
you, ſec meth to be religious, — ſeemeth 
to be, —— for truly religious he cannot 
be, — and bridleth not his tongue, but 
deceiverh his own heart, this man's re- 
ligion is vain. —— This is the full 
force of St. James's reaſoning, upon 
which I have dwelt the more, it being 
the foundation, upon which is grounded 
this clear deciſion of the matter left us in 
the text. In which the apoſtle ſeems to 
have ſet the two characters of a faint and 
a flanderer 
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a ſlanderer, at ſuch variance, that one 
would have thought they could never 
have had a heart to have met together 
again. But there are no alliances too 
ſtrange for this world. How many 
may we obſerve every day, even of 
the gentler ſex, as well as our own, who 
without conviction of doing much wrong, 
in the midſt of a full career of calumny 
and defamation, rife up punctual at the 
ſtated hour of prayer, leave the cruel 
ſtory halt untold till they return, — go, 
—and kneel down before the throne of 
heaven, thank God that he had not made 
them like others, and that his Holy Spirit 
had enabled them to perform the dutics 
of the day, in {> chriſtian and conſci- 
entious a manner 


Voc. IL = This 
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This deluſive itch ſor, Gander, too 
canon io all ranks of people, whether 
to gratit a little ungenerous reſentment ; 
——whcther oftener out of a principle 
of leyelling from a narrowneſs and po- 
verty of ſoul, ever impatient of merit 
and ſuperiority in others; whether a mean 
ambition or the inſatiate Juſt of being 
xiitty, (a talent in which ill-nature and 
malice are no ingredients,) — or laſtly, 
whether from a natural cruelty of dit- 
poſition, abſtracted from all views and 
conbGderations of ſelf : to which one, 
whether. to all jointly we are i 
for this contagious malady ; 2 
is certain. from whatever ſeeds it ſprings, 
the growth and progreſs of it are a; 
deſtructive to, as they are 5 ' 
A civilized people. Te pals a hard anc 
r 
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ing a&ion ; to invent, or which is equally 
bad, to propagate a vexatious report, 
without colour and grounds ; to plunder 
an innocent man of his character and 
good name, a jewel which perhaps 
he has ſtarved himſelf te purchaſe, and 
probably would hazard his life to ſe- 
cure; to rob him at the ſame rime of 
his happineſs and peace of mind z per- 
haps his bread, the bread may be of 
a virtuous family; and all this, as S0 
lomon ſays of the madman, who caſteth 
fire-brands, arrows and death, and faith, 
Am! not in ſport ? all this, out of waii- 


tonnefs, and oftener from worſe motives ; 
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ſhape or other, to have occaſioned all the 
frauds and miſchiefs that ever 
in the world; but the chances againſt 
a coincidence of them all in one perſon 
are ſo many, that one would have ſup- 
poſed the character of a common ſlan- 
derer as rare and difficult a production 
in nature, as that of a great genius, 
which ſeldom happens above once in 
. 


But whatever was the caſe, when 
St. James wrote his epiſtle, we have 
been very ſucceſsful in later days, and 
have found out the art, by a preper 
management of light and ſhade, to com- 
pound all theſe vices together, ſo as to give 
body and Rrength to the u hole, whith 


no one bur a diſcerning artift is able to 


diſcc ver che labour thar zoin in finiſhing 


the 


| 
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the pi dure. — And indeed, like many 
other bad originals in the world, —it 
ſtands in necd of all the diſguiſe i it has.— 
For who could be enamoured of a cha- 
rater, made up of ſo loathſome a com- 
pound,—cou!d they behold it naked, — 
in its crooked and deformed ſhape, —— 
with all its natural and deteſted infir- 


mities laid open to public view ? 


And therefore, it were to be wiſhed, 
chat one could do in this malignant caſe 
of the mind, — what is generally done 
for the public good, in the more ma- 
lignant and epidemical cafes of the body, 
— that is. when they are ſound in- 
fectious. to write a hiſtory of the di- 
ſtemper, — and aſcertain all, the ſymp- 
toms of the malady, fo that. every one 
might know, whom he might woe 

G 3 
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to go near, with tolerable ſafety to him- 
ſel, — Bur alas! the ſymptoms of this 
appear in ſo many ſtrange, and contra- 
uictory ſhapes, and vary ſo wonderfully 
with the temper and habit of the patient, 
that they are not to be claſſed, —or re- 
duced to any one regular ſyſtem. : 


Lien [thouſand are the vehicles, in 
which this deadly poiſon is prepared and 
communicated to the world, — and by 
fome artiul hands, tis done by fo ſubtle 
and nice an infuſion, that it is not to be 
taſted or diſcovercd, but by its effects. 


| How frequently is the honeſly and in- 
tegrity of a man, diſpoſed of, by a ſmile 
or a ſhrug? io. many good and ge- 
nerous actions, have been funk into ob- 
— 


with 
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with the imputarion of proceeding from: 
B „ eee 
able whiſper ? | oy 


Look into companies of thik whole 
gentle natures ſhould diſarm them, — 
we ſhall find no better account. —— 
How large a portion of chaſtity is ſent 
out of the world by diſtant hints, — 
nodded away, and cruelly winked' into 
ſuſpicion, by the envy of thoſe, who are 
paſſed all temptation of it themſelves. — 
How often does the reputation'of a help- 
leſs creature bleed by a report—which the 
party, who is at the pains to propagate 
it, beholds with much pity and fellow- 
feeling, that ſhe is heartily ſorry for it, 
—— hopes in God it is not true; how · 


ever, as Arch-biſhop Tillotſon wittily 
obſerves upon it, is reſolved in the mean 
time, 
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time to give the report her paſs, that at 
leaſt it may have fair play to take its for- 
tune in the world, —to be believed or not, 
according to the charity of thoſe, into 
whoſe hands it ſhall happen to fall. 


So fruitful is this vice in variety of 
expedients, to ſatiate as well as diſguiſe 
itſelf. But if theſe ſmoother weapons 
cut fo ſors, what ſhall we ſay of open 
and unbluſhing ſcandal — ſubjected to 
no caution,—tied down to no reſtraints ? 
— If theone, like an arrow ſhotinthe dark, 
does nevertheleſs ſo much ſecret miſchiet, 
at noon day, ſwerps all before it, le- 
velling without diſtinction the good and 
the bad; a thouſand fall beſide it, and 
ten thouſand on its right hand. they 
tall, —ſo rent and torn in this tender 

| part 
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part of them, ſo unmercifully butchered, 
as ſometimes never to recover either the 
which they have occafioned. — 5 


nber een 
not admit of ſomething to — 


diet. ce. 


And here it may be aſked, —Whether 


the inconveniences and ill effects which 


the world feels, — from the licentioufneſs 
of this practice are not ſufficiently 
counterballanced by the real influence it 
has upon mens lives and conduct ? That 
if there was no evil-ſpeak ug in the 
world, thouſands would be encouraged 
indecorums, like a horſe into the battle, 
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ene 

1} 
ChpOctaline ant wid wits 
certd;< wc fall Gnd thet 2 great deal 
of virtue, — at leaſt of the outward ap- 
pearance of it, —— is not fo much from 
any fixed principle, as the terror of what 
the world will fay, — and the liberty it 
give. 


That if we deſcend to particulars, 
numbers ate every day taking more pains 
to be well ſpoken of, —than what would 
. EN WI & 22 098- 
ſerve it. 


That there are many of both ſexes, 
who can ſapport life well enough, with- 
: our 
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out reputation, (which is but the opinion 
which the world has of the matter,) 
would hide their heads in ſhame, and 
fink down in utter deſpair of happineks. 
— No doubt the tongue is a weapon, 
which does chaſtiſe many indecorums, 
which the laws of men will not reach, 
—and keeps many in awe,--whom conſci- 
ence will not, —and where the caſe is in- 
diſputably flagrant, — the ſpeaking of it 
in ſuch words as it deſerves, — ſcarce 
comes within the prohibition. —In many 
caſes, tis hard to expreſs ourſelves fo as 
to fix a diſtinction betwixt oppoſite cha- 
rafters, — and ſometimes it may be as 
much a debt we owe to virtue, and as 
great a piece of juſtice to expoſe a vicious 
character, and paint it in its proper co- 
lours, —as it is to ſpeak well of the 
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Lee his particular vir 
des puniſhment upon the bad. merely 


to any private paſſion of our own, — tis 


a caſ: which happens ſo ſeldom, that one 


2 venture to except it. 


| " However to thoſe, who in this objec- 
tion, are really concerned for the cauſe of 


virtue, 1 cannot help recommending 


would much more effectually ſerve 


zeal and attachment to her. And that 
is, — in all ſuch plain inſtances where 


it ſcems to be duty, to fix a diſtinction 
berwizt the good and the bad,—to let 


their actions ſpeak. it, inſtead of their. 
words, or at leaſt to let them both ſpeak, 


* We all of us talk ſo 
loud 


Rd 


out of principle, and without indulgences 


W 
1 and be a ſurer token of their 


| 
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loud againſt vicious characters, and are 
ſo unanimous in our cry againſt them, — 
that an unexperienced man, who only 
truſted his cars, would imagine che 
whole world was in an uproar about it, 
and that mankind were all aſſuciating. 
together, to hunt vice utterly out of 
the world. Shift the ſcene, —and 
let him behold the reception which vice 
meets with, che will fee the conduct 
and bchavior of the world towards it, 
ſo oppoſite to their declarations, —he — 4 
find all he heard, ſo contradifted by what 
he ſaw, —as to leave him in doubt, Which 
of his ſenſes he is to truſt, — or in which 
of the two caſes, mankind were realty in 
earneſt. Was there virtue enough in 
the world to make a general ſtand againſt 
this contradiftion,—thar is, —was every 
one who diſerved to be ill ſaoken of 


tog 
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fare to be ill looked on· tod; was it a cer- 
tain confequence of the loſs of a man's 
the advantages of his birth and fortune, 

—and thenceforth be univerſally ſhun- 
ned, * | 


men Gu a Gftcr againſt the 
indecorums of the other ſex, but was 
every woman without diſtinQtion, —— 
who had juſtly forfeited her reputation, 
— from that moment was ſhe ſure ro for- 


— claim to civility and 


Or in a word. could it be cſtabliſhed 


——— — oni — that 


8 
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fram. them, and that the door ſhut 
againſt them in all public places, till 
they had (atized the world, by giv- 
ing teſtimony of a better life A few 
put in practice. would force us upon 
ſome degree of reformation. Till this 
is done, — it avails little that we have no 
mercy upon them with our tongues, 
fince they — 


other inconvenience. 


We all cry out has hat is cor- 
rupt, and I fear too juſtly : hut we. 
never reflect, what we have to thank for 
it, and that it is our open coungenance of 
vice, which gives the ftyc to our private 
cenſures of it, which is its chief proteRion 
and encouragement. To thoſ however, 
* {till believe, chat evil-ipracing is, 

ſome 


— — — - 


— OI <> eo , , 


| and we may fafcly truſt them to an ill- 
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fome terror to evil doers, one may an- 


fwer, as a great man has done upon the 


occaſion, —that after all our exhortations 
againſt it. tis not to be feared, but that 


there will be evil-ſpeaking enough left 
in the world to: chaſtiſe the guilty, — 


and clamour, and evil-ſpcaking, be put 
away from us,—of being kind to one 
another, —tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake 
forgave us. Amen. 


SERMON 
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JOSEPH's Hiſtory 


CONSIDERED. 


Forgiveneſs of Ion IES. 


11 
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GENESIS . 15.- 


And when Joſeph's brethren ſaw that their 
| {father was dead, they ſaid, Foſeph will 
 requite us all the evil which we did un- 


to bim. 


HERE ae fo inſtances of the 

exerciſe of particular virtues which 
ſeem harder to attain to, or, which ap- 
pear more amiable and engaging in them- 
ſelves, that thoſe of moderation and the 
forgiveneſs of injuries ; and when the 
temptations againſt them, happen to be 


heightened by the bitterneſs of a pro- 


vocation on one hand, and the fairneſs 
of an opportunity to retaliate on the 
. H 2 other, 
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Ather, tze Inſtances 1hen are truly great 
. "The words of the tert. 


| . behavior of Jokph com- 
ſequent thereupon ; and as it eme 2 
Pertect ind very eagaging patreri'” of 
zörbect wee, it may not be improper to 
kaler it ſctwe for the Yound-work' of 
4 diſcourſe pom that Mett. The 
— 1 — 
by Joſeph” in Rib bucht to 
Un "act eÞ Sehn. , e Geda 
of ie r, mA — = 
TDN piece 
3 


— — ————_ — — — — — 


—ͤ— — — — —— — 


merely humas 3 — but 3 is; e 
relazed with, che greateſt variety, of ten- 
der and affecting — Which 
would afford matter for xefieRtions viſcr 
ful ſor the cop.luct of almoſſ cxerq part 
ang ſtage of a man's life, dig f af the 
words, of. the, tent. as wsJl c. He inen 
don and compaſs oi this filgourkr, Þar: 
wech conbpe me .to Pet, oaly to 
ape point, Ya. hg, ſorgivenef gf 
infrigss h „ r- Gn 49,000 - 
Haro gb the ſtory, 
ill, play; this jnflgges, of, i jn its 
Might v 8 


i More 
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of moderation and forbrarace which it 
ſets before us. | 


It ſeems ſtrange at firſt ſight, that 
after the ſons of Jacob had fallen into 
Joſeph's power, when they were forced 
by the ſoreneſs of the famine to go 
down into Egypt to buy corn, and had 
found him too good a man even to 
expoſtulate with them for an injury, 
which he ſeemed then to have digeſted, 
and' piouſly to have refolved into the 


over-ruling providence of God, for the 
prefervation of much people, how they 
of his intentions, or entertain the leaſt 
ſembied. Would not one have ima- 
res — 

Y ſuch 


SERMONIXE no 

ſuch 2 goodneſs of ſouls. that he 
| fought where to weep, becauſe be could 
not bear the ſtruggle of à counterfeits 
ed harſhnels, could never be ſuſpectec 
aftervards of intending a real one; and 
that he only waited till their father Iſraelꝰs 
death, to requite them all the evil which 
they had dont unto him. What ſtill adds 
to this diſ̃culty is, that his affectionate 
manner of making himfelf known: to- 
them; — his goodneſs in forbearing,: 
not only to reproach them for the in- 
jury they had formerly done him, but ex- 
ee 

kindly to them, und ſeconding all with 
the tendereſt marks of an undiſguiſed 
and weeping aloud, that all th: houſe 
of Pharaoh heard bim; —— that more- 
BAER: | H 4 over 


iz? IRARMOM Au... 


— — to 
wean ener mh wigh 
 Tuddenly, give way to other rofleia 
00s, bur. that it evidently ſprung from 
a_ſerdled principle of unn on gene- 
oe in his nature, which was above 
temptation of making uſe of an op. 

o Galy ponies which the courſe 


might. fill; rem. — 
terwards, in bringing them and all their 
OI endoteg 
richeſt par of | Egypt, where they 
df Mey years expericace- of his 


af Tg frm — is plain: 


 fulpicion, 
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ſulpicion, dr; at leaft themſelves of ſore 
zpprehenſions of a change in His con! 
duct towards them. And vs it not that 
the whole tranſaction was wrote undet 
the direction of the Spirit of truth, and 
that other hiſtorians concur in doing 
juſtice to- Joſeph's character, and ſpeak 
of him as a compaſſionate, and merciful 
man, one would be apt, you will ſay, 
to ĩmagine here, that Moſes might pof- 
ſibly: have omitted ſome circuimſtances 
of Joſeph's behavior, which had alarm 
ed his brethren, betwixt the time of 
his firſt reoonei ation and that of ther 
father's death. For they could not 
be ſuſpicious of his intentio s without 
ſome cauſes and fear where no ſear was. — | 
But does not 4 ' guilty conſcience often 
do ſo ? and though it has the grounds, 
yet wants che power to think icfelf ſafe. 

N And 
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of thoſe 'who know they deſerve ill, 
we ſhould find many an inſtance, where 
a kindneſs from an injured hand, where 
ſtruck deeper and touched the heart with 
a degree of remorſe and concern, which 
perliaps no ſeverity or reſentment could 
have reached. This reflection will in 
ſome meaſure help to explain this diffi- 
culty, which occurs in the ſtory. For 
it is obſervable, that when the injury 
they had done their brother was firtt 
their minds, and moſt likely to have 
filled them with a ſenſe of guilt, we find 
no acknowledgment or complaint to 
one another of ſuch a load, as one 
might imagine it had laid upon them ; 
and from that- event, through a long 
courſe 


——ä—ä— CO ; 
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courſe cf years to the time they had gone 
down to Egypt, we read not once of 
any forrow or compunction of heart, 
which they had felt during all that time, 
artfully impoſed upon their parent (and 
as men are ingenious caſuits in their 
own affairs,) they had, probably, as art- 
fully impoſed upon their own conicien- 
ces; —— and poſſibly had never impar- 


_ tially reflected upon the action, or con- 


ſidered it in its juſt. light, till the many 


acts of their brother's love and kindneis 


had brought it before them, with all 
the circumſtances of aggravation which 
his behavior would naturally give it. — 
They then began maturely to conſider 
what they had. done, — that: they had 
firſt undeſervedly hated him in his child- 
hood for that, which if it was a ground 
NF of 
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o& complaint, ought rather co have beep 
partat, than conſidered as a, fault in hig, 
That hn 4 more juſt examination and 
a better ſapreledge of their brother, they 
bad wanted gyeo: chat, pretznce, = k 
was pot 4 blind partiala which, ſeemed 
&ſt-w-have directed their, father s afſec⸗ 
don whim though then. ihey thoughu 
D daplyJcls to much good.cls aug 
banmuslense as bone jurth in 22 

vio chan wes a mann could nog: lay, 
all of it ſo der p concegled in his youth, 
Si f 4 parent's; cyc.wauid 
diſcoves. it, 18nd chat in courſe their en 
mity;towards him was ſquaued ypon that 
which ought t have uon their · eſtem- 
I Ther, fd he, had intautiouſiy added 
eng bheir . will: iid.(coporting his 
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ſentence for one no- leſs cruel in itſelf, 
and what to an ingenuous nature was 
worſe than death, to be fold for a flave. 
-—The one was common to all, the 
other only to the unfortunate; Thar it 
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have expected would overtake the lad, 


— — 
fallen upon him.“ 


That beſides the anguiſh of ſuſpected 
virtue, he had felt that of a priſon, where 
he had long lain neglected in a friend- 
leſs condition; and where the affliction 
of it was rendared ſtill ſharper by the 


tells us, that he found favor in the 
ſight of che keeper of the priſoa, yet the 


Pſalmiſt acquaints us that his ſufferings 
were ſtill grievous. — That Ius feet were 
Hurt wih ſetter i, and the iron entered 


ehen thought the kale, of then in- 


jury 
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jury muſi have entered at the ſame time, 
and was then rivetted madden 


mind — 


&k ——— _—— 
and reflected in this manner, and there 
ett owe 
fon of their uncafineſs and diſtruſt in 
Joſeph's conduct, or any other external 
cauſe, fince the inward workings of their 
evil they apprehended. — A ſeries of 
benefits and kindnefits from the man 
chey had injured, gradually heighter ed 
the idea of theit own guilt. till at length 
they could not concrive, how the treſpaſs 
could be forgiven' them 3-— it appeared 
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it any ſlept, and was "likely: ome time 
or ther to awake, and moſt/ipmbably. : 
the conſideration of involving him in 
his revenge hath craſed, and al che duty 
and compaſſion he owed ta de grey 
hairs and happineſs. of a parcnt:was dii- 
— him.. 
-, Ib © "dqate{ 
Waschen apud in theconfultarteathebd 
amongſt themſelves in the wrd: the- 
tens and in che n 


en beſpoke an uncommon 
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meſſengers 
2 unto Joſeph ſaying, Thy fa- 
3 > 0. 
RNS 9 
42 way ns cow the alia 
did unto thee 1 
n 
Pray 


1 


not become hi fellow 
him, who 
ſervant a En 
a Gd 
n father's 
Nor —— 
e eee 
= of a | il ſc but 
had ee aps fm the rcp 
met, which was ſuch 
goodneſs of 
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nature 3 for when they thus fpake unto 
him, — the hiſtorian ſays, he wept. 
Sympathy, for the ſorrow and diſtreſs of 
ſo many ſons of his father, now all in his. 
power. pain at ſo open and ingenuous 
a confeſſion of their guilt. concern and 
pity for the long puniſhment they muſt 
have endured by fo ſtubborn a remorſe, 
which ſo many years ſeemed not to have 
diminiſhed. The affecting idea of their 
condition, which had ſeemed to reduce 
them to the neceſſity of holding up their 
hands for mercy, when they had loſt their 
protector, — ſo many tender paſſions ſtrug · 
gling together at once overcame him 
he burſt into tears, which poke what 
no language could attempt. Ir will be 
needleſs therefore to enlarge any fur 
us with ſo beautiful a picture of a com- 
12 pak 
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paſſionate and forgiving temper. that 1 
think no words can heighten it 


but rather let us cndeavour to find out 


arch might be ſuppoſed to attain to fo 
exalted and engaging a virtue. Perhaps 
you will ay, That one fo thoroughly 
. convinced, as Joſeph ſeemod to be, of the 
fo evidently made uſe of the malice and 
paſſions of men, and turns them as in- 
-ſtruments in his hands to work his own 
_ decrees, and of which his own hiſtory 
: was'fo plain an inſtance, could not have 
far to ſeek for an argument to ſorgive- 
nefs,” or feel much ſtruggie in ſtifling 


an inclination againſt it. But let any 
man lay his hand upon his heart and 
fay, how often, in.inftances where anger 
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' bitterneſs: of an. affront; how often has 
it calmed his paſſions, . and checked the 
fury of his reſentment ? True and uni- 
verſally believed as the doctrine is amongſt 
us, it ſeldom does this ſervice, though fo 
well ſuited for it, and like ſome wiſe ſta- 
tute,never executed or thought of, though 
— 
2 


Tis * 
Mo a where Joſeph ſeems to ac- 
\knowledge the inſſuence it had upon 
"him, in his declaration, — fat it was. 
not they, but God who ſent him.“ And 
does not this virtue ſhine the brighteſt in 
he 95 P HERE 
WOE gas: - nan 
| al 
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of his forbearance, he might be ſuppoſed 
to have caſt an eye upon the change 
and uncertainty of human affairs which 
he had ſeen himſelf, and which had 
convinced him we were all in another's 
power by turns, and ſtand in need of 
one another's pity and compaſſion : —— 
and that to reſtrain the cruelties, and 
top the inſolences of men's reſentments, 
God has fo ordered it in the courſe of 
his providence, that very often in this 
world—our revenges return upon our 
own heads, and men's violent dealings 
upon their own pates. 


That beſides theſe conſiderations, — 
that in generouſly forgiving an enemy: 
he was. the trueſt ſriend to his own cha- 
rafter, and ſhould gain more to it by 
ſuch an inſlance of ſubduing his ſpirit, 
than if he had taken a city. — The 

brave 
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brave know only how to forgive; — 
it is the moſt refined and generous pitch 
of virtue, human nature can arrive at. 
* Cowards have done good and kind aQti- 


aſide all conſiderations of his character, 
in paſſing by an injury, be was the trueſt 
friend likewiſe to his own happineſs and 
peace of mind; he neither felt chat fret- 
ful ſtorm of paſſions, which hurry men 
on to acts of revenge, or ſuffered thoſe 


I 4 pangs 
* Chriſtian hero. 
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pangs of horror which purſue it. Thus 
he might poſſibly argue, and no further;-.- 
for want of a better foundation and 
better helps, he could raiſe the building 
no higher ; to carry it upwards to its 
perſection we muſt call in to our aid 
that more ſpiritual and refined doctrine 
introduced upon it by Chriſt ; namely, to 
forgive a brother, not only to ſeven 
mme 
2 — 4 


tema tone 
ini foe cms, 1o-eonmr widen 
remarkable advantage; That a chriſ- 
tian is as much diſpoſed to love and 
ſerve you, when your enemy, as the 
mere moral man can be, when he is 
your friend.” —— This no doubt is the 
' tendency of his religion but ho often, 
A? or 
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or in what degrees it ſucceeds, — how 
nearly the praftice keeps pace with the 
hearts of men, alone is able to determine. 
But it is to be feared, that ſuch great efſects 
are not fo ſenſibly felt, as a ſpeculative 
man would expect from ſuch powerful 
motives ; and there is many 2 chriſtian 
ſociety, which would be glad to com- 
pound amongſt themſelves for ſome leſſer 
degrees of perfection on one hand, were 
they ſure to be enempted on the other, 
from the bad effects of thoſe fretful paſ- 
Gons which are ever taking, as well as 
compares to the letting out of waters, the 
opening a brench which no one can bs 
ſure to ſtop, till it has proceeded to th 
9 — | P 
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of Syrach conclude, concerning pride, 
that fecret ſtream, which adminiſters to 
the overfiowings of reicatments, that it 
was not made for man, nor iurious anger 
for him that is born of a woman. That 
that the other was deſtructive to all the 
happineſs be was intended to receive 
from it. How miſerably then muſt thoſe 
men turn tyrants againſt themſclves, as 
well as others, who grow ſplenetic and 
revengeful not only upon the little un- 
avoidable oppoſitions and offences they 
muſt meet with, in the commerce of the 
world ; but upon thoſe which only reach 
them by report, and accordingly tor- 
ment their little fouls with meditating 
how to return the injury, betore they 
are certain they have received one? 


Whether 
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Whether this eager ſenſibility of wrongs 
and reſentment ariſes from that general 
' cauſe, to which the ſon of Syrach ſeems 
to reduce all fierce anger and paſſion z 
or whether to a certain ſoreneſs of tem- 
per, which ſtands in every body's ways 
and therefore ſubject to he often hurt, 
From which ever cauſe the diſorder 
ſprings, the advice of the author of the 
book of Ecclefiaſticus is proper: Ad- 
moniſh a friend, ſays he, it may be he 
hath not done it; and if he have, that 
he do it not again. Admoniſh thy friend, 
it may be he h:th nor ſaid it; and if he 
have, that he ſpeak it not again. There is 
Chat ſlippeth in his ſpeech, but not from 
his heart; and who is he, who hath not 


ollended with his tungue ?”? 


I cannot h-lp taking notice here of a 
2 certain 
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certain ſpecies of forgiveneſs, which is 
feldom enforced: or thought of, and yet 
is no way below our regard. I mean 
the forgiveneſs of thoſe, if we may be 
allowed the*expreffion, whom we have 
injured. ourſelves One would think 
that the difficulky of forgiving could 
only reſt on the ſide of him, who has 
received the - wrong ; but the truth of 
the fat is often otherwiſe. The con- 
ſciouſneſs of having provoked another's 
reſentment, often excites the aggreſſor to 
keep before-hand with the man he has 
hurt, and not only to hate him for the 
evil he expects in return, but even to 
purſue him down, and put it out of 
his power to make repriſals. 


The baſeneſs of this is ſuch, that 
it is ſufficicat to make the ſame ob- 
LF > 8 Oi | ſervarion,.. 
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DUTY of ſetting Bounds 
to our DEs1IREs. 
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2 KINGS IV. 13. 


And be ſaid unio him, Say ner» unto her, 
Bebold, thou baſt been careful for us with 
all this care ;—what is to le done ſor 
thee ? — wwouldeſt thou be ſpoken for to the 
king, or the captain of the boſt ? — And 
ſhe onifewered, I dwell among mine own 
people. 


HE firſt part of the text is the 
words, which the prophet Eliſha 

puts into the mouth of his ſervant Ge- 
hazi, as a meſſage of thanks to the wo- 
man of Shunem for her great kindneſs and 
hoſpitality, of which, after the acknow- 
ledgment of his juſt ſenſe, which Ge- 
hazi is bid to deliver in the words; 
Vol. II. K « Bchold, 


* 
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« Bchold, thou haſt been careful for us 
with all this care; he directs him to 
enquire, in what manner he may beſt 
make a return in diſcharge of the obli- 
gation,——< What ſhall be done for thee ? 
Wouldeſt thou be ſpoken for to the king, 
or the captain of the hoſt ? The laſt 
part uf the text is the Shunamite's anſwer, 
which implics a refuſal of the honor or 
advantage which the prophet intended to 
bring upon her, by ſuch an application, 
which ſhe indirectly expreſſes in her 
contentment and ſatisfaction, with what 
the enjoyed in her preſent ſtation ; 1 
dwell among mine own people.” This 
inſtance of felf-denial in the Shunamite, 
is but properly the introduction to her 
ſtory, and gives riſe to that long and 
very pathetic tranſaction, which follows 
in the ſupernatural grant of a child, which 
God 
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God had many years denied her. — The 
affecting loſs of him as ſoon as he was 
grown up—and his reſtoration to life by 
Eliſha after he had been ſome time dead; 
the whole of which, though extremely 
intereſting, and from ſuch incidents as 
would afford fuficient matter for in- 
ſtruction, yet as it will not fall within 
the intention of this diſcourſe, I ſhell 
beg leave at this time barely to conſider 
theſe previous circumftances of it, to 
which the text confines me, upon which 
I ſhail enlarge with ſuch refleQtions as 
occur, and then proceed to that practical 
uſe and exhortation, which will naturally 
ſal l from it. 


We find that after Eliſha had reſcued 
the diſtreſſed widow and her two ſons 
from the hands of the creditor, by the 

K 2 mira- 


148 SERMON ,XIIL 


that he paſſed on to Shunem, where, we 
read, was a great woman, and ſhe con- 
ſtrained him to cat bread ; and ſo it was, 
that as often as he paſſed by, he turned in 
thither to cat bread. The ſacred hiſtori- 
an ſpeaks barely of her temporal condi- 
tion and ſtation in life, — That ſhe was 
a great woman,” but deſcribes not the 
more material part of her, her virtues and 
character, becauſe they were more evi- 
dently to be diſcovered from the tran- 
ſaction itſelf, from which it appears, that 
ſhe was not only wealthy, but likewiſe 
Charitable, and of a very conſiderate turn 
of mind. For after many repeated in- 
vitations and entertainments at her houſe, 
finding his occaſions called him to a 
frequent paſſage that way; — ſhe moves 


her huſband to ſet up aud furniſh a lodg- 
ing 
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ing for him, with all the conveniencies 
which the ſimplicity of thoſe times re- 
quired And ſhe ſaid unto her huf- 
band, Behold now I perceive that this 
is an holy man of God, which paſſeth 
by us continually ; let us make him a 
hrtle chamber I pray thee on the wall, 
and let us ſet for him there a bed, and a 
table, and a ſtool, and a candleftick ; and 
it ſhall be when he cometh to us, that he 
ſhall turn in thither. —She perceived he 
was a holy man, —ſhe had had many op- 
portunities, as he paſſed by them con- 
tinually, of obſerving his. behavior and 
deportment, which ſhe had carefully re- 
marked, and ſaw plainly what he was. 
That the ſanctity and ſimplicity of his 
manners, the ſeverity of his life, —his 
zeal for the religion of his God, and the 
uncommon | fervency of his devotion, 
K 3 wh-n. 
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when he worſhipped before him, which 
ment upon earth; —all beſpoke him not 
2 man of this world, but one whoſe heart 
and affetions were fixed upon another ob- 
tant to him. But as fuch outward appear- 
feited, fo that the aftions of a man are 
certainly the only interpreters to be relied 
on, whether ſuch colours are true or 
faifſe; —ſo ſhe had heard that all was 
of a piece there, and that he was through- 
out conliſtent : that he had never in any 
one inſtance of his life, acted as if he 
had any views in the affairs of this world, 
in which he had never intereſted him- 
if at all, but where the glory of his 


SERMON XIII. 257 


him: — that in a late inſtance before he 
came to Shuncm, he had done one of the 
a good man could have done in aſſiſting 
the widow and fatherleſs ; and as the 
lack was fingular, and had juſt happened 
before her knowledge of him, no doubt 
ſhe had heard the ſtory, with all the ten- 
der circumſtances which a true report 
would give it in his favor; namely, 
that a certain woman whole huſhand was 
lately dead, and had leſt her wich her. 
children in à very helpleſs condition 
very deſtitute — and what was ftill worſe, 
charged with a debt ſhe was not able to 
pay,—that her creditor bore exceeding 
hard upon her, and finding her little 
worth in ſubſtance, was coming to take 
of. ſcizing her two ſons for his bordſe 
K 4 men. 
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men z—ſo that ſhe had not only loſt her 
huſband, which had made her miſerable 
enough already, but was going to be 
bereaved of her children, which were the 
only conuort and ſupport ot her life ; that 
upon her coming to Eliſha with this 
ſad ſtory, he was touched with compal- 
fron for her misfortunes, and had uſed 
all che power and intereſt which he had 
with his God to relieve and befriend 
her, which in an unheard of manner, by 
the miraculous increaſe of her oil, which. 
was the only ſubſtance ſhe had left, he 
had fo bountitully effected, as not only 
to diſintangle her from her difficulties 
in paying the debt, but withal, what 
was {till more generous, to enable her 
to live comfortably the remainder of her 
days. She conſidered that charity and 
compaſſion was ſo Icading a virtue, and 
| had 
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had ſuch an influence upon every other 
part of a man's character, as to be a ſuf- 
ficient proof by itſelf of the in ward diſ- 
poſition and goodneſs of the heart, but 
that ſo engaging an inftance of it as this, 
exerciſed in fo kind and ſcaſonable a 
manner, was a demonſtration of his, — 
and that he was in truth what odt- 
ward circumſtances beſpoke, a holy man 
of God. — As the Shunamit-'s prin- 
ciple and motive for her hoſpitality to 
Eliſha was juſt, as it ſprung from an 
idea of the worth and merit of her gueſt, 
io likewiſe was the manner of doing it 
kind and conſiderate. Ir is obſervable 
ſhe does not follicit her huſband to aſſign 
him an apartment in her own houſe, 
but to build him a chamber in the wall 
2part ;— ſhe conſidered, —that true piety 
wanted no witneſſes, and was always 
molt 
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that it did not appear to be the dry offer 
of a faint civility, but that it came 
directly from the heart. There is a 
nicety in honeſt minds, which will not 
accept a cold and ſuſpected offer, —and 
even when it appears to be ſincere and 
truely meant, there is a modeſty in true 
merit which knows not how to accept 
it; and no doubt ſhe had one, if not 
both theſe difficulties to conquer in their 
turns. For we read, that ſhe conſtrain- 
ed him, and in all likelyhood forced 
his acceptance of it with all the warmth 
and friendly openneſs of a humane and 
hoſpitable temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in 
this reſpect, that we do not ſo much 
weigh the accidental good or evil they 


do us, as that which they were deſigned to 
do 
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do us. — That is, we confider no part of 


them ſo much as their intention, and 
the prophet's behavior conſequent upon 
this, ſhews he beheld it through this me- 
dium, or in ſome ſuch advantageous 
light as I have placed it. 


There is no burthen ſo heavy to a 
grateful mind, as a debt of kindneſs un- 
paid;—and we may believe Eliſha felt 
it fo, from the earneſt defire which he had 
upon the immediate receipt of this, to 
diſcharge himſelf of it, which he expreſ- 
ſes in the text in the warmeſt manner; 
„ Behold, thou haſt been careful for us 
with all this care? — What ſhall be done 
for thee * Wouldeſt thou be ſpoken for 
to che king, or the captain of his hoſt ?”— 
There 1s a degree of honeſt impatience 
in the words, ſuch as was natural to a 

1, good 
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good man, who would not be behind - 
is one thing which may ſeem ſtrange 
at firſt ſight, that as her ſtation and con- 
dition in liſe was ſuch, that ſhe appeared 
rather to have abounded already than 
ſtood in want of any thing in this world 
which ſuch an application could ſupply, 
—why the prophet ſhould not rather 
have propoſed ſome ſpiritual advantage, 
which, as it would better have become 
the ſanity of his character on the one 
hand, ſo, on the other, it would have 
done a more real and laſting fervice to 
his friend. 


But we are to refle&, that in returning 
favors, we act differently from what 
we do in conferring them: in the one 
caſe we ſimply conſider what is beſt, — 

in 
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in the other, what is moſt acceptable, 
The reaſun is, that we have à right to 
act according to our own ideas of what 
will do the party moſt good in the cafe 
where wc beſtow a favor; but where 
we return one, we loſe this right, and act 
according to his conceptions who has 
obliged us, and endeavor to repay in 
fuch a manner as we think is moſt likely 
to be accepted in diſcharge of the obli - 
gation. —- So that, though we are not 
to ima ine Eliſha could be wanting in 
religious duties, as well as wiſhes to fo 
hoſpitable a friend, we may yet ſuppoſe, 
he was directed here by this principle 
of equity, — and that, in reflefting in 
what manner he ſhould requite his bene- 
factreſs, he had conſidered, that to onc 
of her affluent condition who had all the 
reaſonable comforts of an independent 
"ky 6 | lite, 
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he conſidered his offer in this light; and 
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te, — if there was any paſſion yet 


*twas dangerous to gratify, yet in effect, 
**was only fo tar criminal, as the power 
which it acquired was perverted to bad 
and vicious purpoles, which it was not 
likely to be here, trom the ſpecimen ſhe 
had already given of her diſpoſition, 
which ſhewed, that if ſhe did wiſh for 
an increaſe of wealth or honor, ſhe wiſhed 
it only, as it would enable her more ge- 
nerouſly to extend her arm in kind of- 
fices, and increaſe the power as well as 
the opportunities of doing good. 


In juftice to Eliſha's motive, which 
mult have been good, we muſt ſuppoſe, 


what 
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the king of Iſracl at that time, which he 
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151 ES for, bimlelf, he 3 
coul act be employed, fo, well as in. 
len 
virtue might be ſa fafely truſted with it. 
It was 3 Juſtifiable prepoſſeſſion in her 
favor, rg though one. not always to 
be relied on; for there is many a o 
wha. in a moderate ſtation, and wich a 
leſſer degren of, power, who has behavad . 
with honor and .unblemiſhed reputation, 
and who has even borne the buffetings 
of adverſe fortune well, and manifeſted | 
great preſgnce, and ſtrength of mind un- 
der it, whom, neverthelets a high exalta - 
tion has at, once overcome, and ſo e 
tirely. changed, as if the, party had left. 

| not 
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not only 1 


Wpether the as dreaded to 
make this dangerous experiment of her- 
ff, — or, which is more likely, that ſhe 
had learned to ſer bounds to her deſires, 
ſent condition to be tempted out of it. 
hoot ry in the doſe of the 
TEXT 2—<* amongſt 
ile ;** as if he had ſaid, 22 
kindneſs is far from being ſmall, but it is 
not uſeful to me; I live here, as thou art 
a witneſs, in peace, in a contented ob- 
ſcurĩty ;—not fo high as to provoke en- 
vy, nor fo low as to be trodden down and 
deſpiſed. In this fate and middle ftate, 
as I have lived amongſt my own people, 
{o let me die out of the reach, both of 

Vol. II. L the 
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the carceaged glorics of the world. Ts 


fit, O holy man of God! that I learri 
ſome time or other to fet bounds to 
my defies; and i I cannot fix them now, 
when. I have already more than my 
wants requite, when: hall 1 hope 10 

ao. n ?—Or how ſhould + expect, that 
=_ -.-q — of honor or fertumt 
deen oud L now give way 40.2% 
5+ wal 199. » Das 
T S 
moderatiun and ſelf-denial, deſerves well 
to be, conſidered by the baſtlers in this 
world; — bec auſe 11 we. art to truſt the 
face and courſe. of things, we. ſcaroe 
practice, and which the . generality» of 
mankʒnd ſcem ſounwilling to learn, as tius 
— a 
when 
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iy utfund:; Aye! bur yiochlog, 18 
mone cafy, you will anſwerz dum to fix 
this -poinT, - and ſet certain hound to 
it. For my own part, you will ſay, 1 
declare, I waat and would with no more, 
but a ſufficient competency ef thoſe- 
uſes and occaſions of life, fuitable to the 
way I have been taught to expect from uſe 
and education. But recollect how ſel- 
dom i ever happens, when theſe points 
are ſecured, but that new occaſions and 
new necefſities preſent themſtives, and 
\ every day asyou grow richer, ' freſh 
wants are diſcovered, which riſe up be- 
tore you, as you aſcend the hill; 1 that 
tyery Rep pau take, every acceſhon to 
neue tortune, ſets your deſires one degree 
tut lun from reſt and ſatisfaction,. —— 


nude L 2 that 


—— Unhappy creature: to think of en- 
Sor imagine that ſo ſacred a temple cin 
be raif:4 upon the foundation of wealth 
of power !—If the ground work is nor 
aid within your own' mind, cbey will ks 
foon add: 2 cubit to your Nature} "hs 
to your hrappinefs. — To be convincediit 
is ſo; —ptay look up to thoſe who: babe 
: got as hight 2s their 'warmelſt wiſhes could 
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poſe of ?—Qtall rules for calculatimg he 
Len. the molt. decgnfiul, and 
'unprattifed in abe world doc, ever. think 
hies az. che meaſure jo, Juch an 


'Manz — Glens pe of. the be. 
tic endearments, —the ſame joy and com- 
. hopes of their doing well, to enliven his 
conceive in the higheſt ſtatien ? And 1 
2 no doubt in general, but if the 
101 L 3 true 
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true ſtate of his joy and ſufferings, could 
de fairly ballanced with thoſe of his berters, 
whether any thing would appear at the 
foot of the account, but what - would 
recommend the moral ot this diſcourſe. 
— This, I own, is not to be at- 
tained to, by the cynical ſtale trick 
of haranguing againſt the goods of for- 
rune, they were never intended to be 
talked out of the world. — But as virtue 
extremes, — on one hand, not to ne- 
glect and deſpiſe riches, fo as to forget 
ourſelves, and on the other, not to pur- 
ſue and love them bo, as to forget God ; — 
to have them ſometimes in our heads, 
but always ſomething more impor- 
tant in our hearts, 
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ISAIAH IT. 3. 


The ox knoweth bis otoner, and the aſs tis 
maſter s crib; — but Iſrael doth not know, 
— my people doth not confider. 


7 IS a ſevere but an affectionate re- 

proach of the prophet's, laid againſt 
the Iſraclites, —which may ſafely be ap- 
plied to every heedleſs, and unthankful 
people, who are neither won by God's 
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gard #6 Sud, or the trum relation 


themſelves! bear to him.—Could- they 


conſider this, and learn to weigh the 


cauſes, and compare the conſequences of 
God has put into us tor the government 


and direction of our lives, there would 


the world goes, there is no leiſure for 
fach-enquiries, and fo full are our minds 
of other matters, that we have not time 
1233 — — 
3 er 


let n 
to be acquaimed wich it in time, 10 


be able to ſupply what is wanting, and 


exarhine the ſtate of our accounts, before 
we n Wn #6 thn to an im- 


b judge, = 


The 


be ſome hopes of a reformation :—bur, as 
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The moſt! inconfiderate| fer) the rea- 
believe, either ſo thought leſs, or , even 
tive, yet at leaſt to free themſelves from 


— — 
the. many unhappy ways, by which we. 


N F R MON AMV. 


ment. 7 99} OJ ene «A 6! 1 77 
Wie 1 


18110 ECIOTBTBUDINT 7 


S 
d And £ 


$113 ils [ti 


SK R MON AN. 173 


1 Bede; ff 4 tam is But Hücchy/ M- 
chbed to tef irn hs fault, -W jibe HKA- 
ly he ſhould be inclined to ſee them; =- 
nor will all the weekly preparations that 
ever were wrote, bring hint nearer” the 
Point ; (that ich ib ſerjoits' 4 Fibe 
ſocver he begins to exaitiine,— he nb 
tonger does the office of an ctiquirer, — 
but an apotogiſt, whoſe" bulidt{s is dr 
to ſearch for truth, — but feffufe fo | 
iid: it. 80 long —therefote; af Mils 
preengage ment laſts bett the” lin 
4d his old babirs, — there ig Httle pi- 
wpeck of proving his works to any gd 
Purpoſe, ef whatever Kind they are, 
With fo ſrong am intereſt” and power 
6 their Bdg. - Ms im ocher trials, ſo in 
ie tis no #bnder, if the evidence bs 
fats and circumſtances de twiſted from 
2b.) 5. their 
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their natural ſhapes, and the Whole prof 
ſo altered and confirmed. gn, the other 
ſide.— 43 to leave 8 * 
un 
0 A; Gas, ny. 2 general 
miſtake in this great duty of proving our 
works, is that which the apoſtle bins 
* in the doing it, not by a direft 
examination of our own actions, but from 
a comparative view of them, with the 
Jem and ations ef ocher exan.. 
P53 Fal. +212 

„e enn 6:gnlng.0o acer. «yes 
dis work of ſlf-examination, — there 
is noching ſo gotumon, as to ſee him 
look round, him — inſtead. of looking 
wihis him. —He looks round, —finds 
out ſome one, who is more malicious. 
{ecs another that is mare covetous, 4 
ods : third 
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third: deere auen "AI 
——— 
a review of da le, and & Psi of til 
own works as the apaſtle directe him, 
bur rather; from pribving/ the works of 
ochers, and! from their infirmities and 
detetts drawing a deccitful conctuſicn 
in favor of himſelf. In all competi- 
fay, there will be ever ſo math of lf 
love in a wan, as to draw Aatrerig 
well---if he has not ſo moth” mabgnity 
too, as 10 give but a coarſe picture uf 
the other;---fmiſhed with fo many hard 
ftrokes, 2s to make the one as unlike its 
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| Thas he OY when e- entered 
the 
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lican, but that moment, he formed the 
ichen to ie of all the vices and cor- 
ruptions that could poſſibly enter into 
the man's charafter, —and with greut 
dexterity ſtated all his own virtues and 
good qualities over againſt them. His 
abſtinence and frequent faſting, —exaQ- 
neſ in the debts and ceremonies of the 
law; not ballancing the account as he 
ought to have done, in this manner : — 
What! though this man is a publican 
and a finner, have not I my vices as 


well as he? *Tis true, his particular 


tice ; but then am not I a devourer of 
widows houſes, and guilty of one of the 
molt cruel inſtances of the ſame crime? 
He poſſibi is a prophane perſon, and 

may 
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may {t religion at nought : bat do not- 
myſelf far a. ꝓretence make iong pray- 
ers, and bring the greateſt of allicandals- . 
upon religion, by making it che cloak- - 
to my ambition and worldly: v views ?: - 
If he, laſtly, is debauched ar intempe- 
rate am not I conſcious of as corrupt. 
and wanton. diſpoſitions; and that a fair. 
and. guarded outſide 1 
to the oppolite character;̃- W. 
| 2 
LK 
comparative view of them with others z— - . 
and leaſt likely to miſlead him. But 
as this is ſeldom the method this trial is 
gone through. in fact it generally turns 
out to be as treacherous and deluſ we 
to the man himſelf, —as it is uncandid 
io «the man, who is dragged into the 
Var. II. M com- 
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* compariſon; and whoever judges of him- 
ſelf by this rule, ſo long as there is no 
ſcarcity of vicious characters in the world, 
—*tis to be feared, he will often take the 
occaſions of triumph and rejoicing, -— 
where in truth, he ought rather to be 
forry and aſhamed. 


A third error in the manner of proving 
our works, is what we are guilty of, 
when we leave out of the calculation the 
only material parts of them; I mean, the 
they proceeded. There is many a fair 
inſtance of generoſity, chaſtity, and ſelf- 
denial, which the world may give a man 
the credit of, —which if he would give 
himſelf the leiſure to reflect upon and 
trace back to their firſt ſprings, — he 
would be conſcious, proceeded from ſuch 
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views and intentions, as if known, would 
not be to his honor. — The truth of 
this may be made evident by a thouſand 
inftances in life; — and yet there is 
nothing more ufual than for a man when 
he is going upon this duty of felf-exami- 
nation, —inſtead of calling his own ways 
to remembrance, to cloſe the whole en- 
quiry at once, with this ſhort challenge ;— 
©«« That be defies the world to ſay ill of him.” 
If the world has no expreſs evidence, 
this indeed may be an argument of his 
good luck : - but no ſatisfactory one, of 
the real goodneſs and innocence of his life. 
—A man may be a very bad man, —and 
yet through caution, through deep-laid 
policy and defign may ſo guard all out- 
ward appearances, as never to want this 
negative teſtimony on his fide that 
the world knows no evil of bim, — how 
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* compariſon; and whoever judges of him- 
ſelf by this rule, — fo long as there is no 
ſcarcity of vicious characters in the world, 
— *tis to be feared, he will often take the 
occaſions of triumph and rejoicing, -— 
where in truth, he ought rather to be 
ſorry and aſhamed. 


A third error in the manner of proving 
our works, is what we are guilty of, 
when we leave out of the calculation the 
only material parts of them; — I mean, the 


denial, which the world may give a man 
the credit of, —which if he would give 
himfclf the leiſure to reflect upon and 
trace back to their firſt ſprings, — he 
would be conſcious, proceeded from ſuch 
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views and intentions, as if known, would 
not. be to his honor. The truth of 
this may be made evident by a thouſand 
inftances in life; — and yet there is 
nothing more uſual than for a man when 
he is going upon this duty of ſelf-exami- 
nation, —inſtead of calling his own ways 
to remembrance, —to cloſe the whole en- 
quiry at once, with this ſhort challenge; 
© That be defies the world to ſay ill of bim. 
If the world has no expreſs evidence, 
this indeed may be an argument of his 
good tuck ;—burt no ſatisfactory one, of 
the real goodneſs and innocence of his life. 
—A man may be a very bad man, —and 
yet through caution, through deep-laid 
policy and defign may ſo guard all out- 
ward appearances, as never to want this 
negative teſtimony on his fide tat 
the world knows no evil of bim, — how 
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liele ſorver he deſerves it—Of all aſſays 
upon a, man's ſelf, this may be ſaid to 
be the ſlighteſt ; this method of proving 
the goodneſs of our works —- differ- 
happy one, which many unwary people 
take in proving the goodneſs of their 
coin, who, if it happens to be ſuſpi- 
cious,—inſtead of bringing it either to 
the ballance or the touch-ſtone to try its 
worth, — they ignorantly go forth; try, 
if they can paſs it upon the world :—if 
fo, all is well, and they are ſaved all the 
expence and pains of enquiring after and 
detecting the cheat. 


A fourth error in this duty of exami- 
nation of men's works, —is that of com- 
mitting the taſk to others; an error 
into which thouſands of well-meaning 

Creatures 


c 
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creatures are enſnared in the Romiſh 
church by her doctrines of auricular con- 
feſſion, of works of ſupererogation, and the 
many lucrative practices raiſed upon that 
capital ſtock. —— The trade of which is 
carried to ſuch a height in Popiſh coun- 
tries, that if you was at Rome or Na- 
ples now, and was diſpoſed in compli- 
ance with the apoſtle*'s exhortation in 
the text. to ſet about this duty, to prove 
your own works,. tis great odds whe- 
ther you would be ſuffered to do it your- 
ſelf, without interruption ; and you might 
be ſaid to have eſcaped well, if the firſt 
perſon you conſulted upon it did not 
talk you out of your reſolution, and poſ- 
ſibly your ſenſes too at the fame time. 
Prove your works ? — for heaven's fake, 
what !—truſt your own ſkill and judg- 
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ment in a matter of ſo much 
and importance —— when there are ſo 
many whoſe buſineſs it is,----who under- 
ſtand it fo well, and who can do it for you 
with much ſafety and advantage! 


If your works muſt be proved, you 
would be adviſed by all means to ſend 
them to undergo this operation with 
ſome one who knows what he is about, 
either ſome expert and noted confeſſor 
of the church,---or to ſome Convent or 
religious ſociety, who are in poſſeſſion 
of a large ſtock of, good works of all 
kinds, wrought up by faints and confeſ- 
fors, where you may ſuit yourſelf and 
either get the defets of your own ſup- 
plied, or be accommodated with new 
ones ready proved to your hands, ſealed, 
| and certified to be ſo, by the Pope's 
commiſſary 
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ſĩaſtic court. There needs little more to 
lay open this fatal error. than barely to 
repreſent it. So I ſhall only add a ſhort 
remark, --- that they who are perſuaded to 
be thus virtuous by proxy, and will prove 
the goodneſs of their works only by de- 
putics,---will have no reaſon to complain 
againſt God's juſtice,---if he ſuffers them 
to go to heaven, only in the ſame man- 
ner, chat is. by deputies too. 


The laſt miſtake which I ſhall have 
time to mention, is that which the me- 
thodiſts have revived, for *tis no new 
error—but one which has miſled thou- 
ſands before theſe days wherever enthuſi- 
the attempting to prove their works, by 
that very argument which is the greateſt 
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I mean that extraordinary impulſe and 
intercourſe with the Spirit of God which 
they pretend to, and whoſe operations (if 
you truſt them) are ſo ſenſibly felt in their 
hearts and fouls, as to render at once all 
other proofs of their works needleſs to 
themſelves. — This, I own, is one of the 
the moſt ſummary ways of proceeding 
in this duty of ſelf-examination, and as it 
proves a man's works in the groſs, it ſaves 
him a world of ſober thought and enqui- 
36 


Wa ne eee 
inference is direct. For when a man dreams 
of theſe inward workings -— and wakes 
with the impreſſion of them ſtrong upon 
his brain; — tis not ſtrange, he ſhould 
think himſclf a choſen veſſel, ſancti- 


fied 
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fied within and ſealed up unto the per- 
ſect day of redemption; and ſo long as 
ſuch a one is led captive to this error, 
there is nothing in nature to induce him 
to this duty of examining his own works 
in the ſenſe of the prophet : — for how- 
ever bad they are, —ſo long as his cre- 
dulity and enthuſiaſm equals them, tis 
impoſſible they ſhould diſturb his con- 
ſcience or frighten him into a reforma- 
tion. Theſe are ſome of the unhappy 
miſtakes in the many methods this work 
is ſet about,--which in a great meaſure rob 
us of the fruits we expected and ſome- 
times ſo entirely blaſt them, that we are 
neither the better or wiſer for all the pains 
we have taken. 


There are many other falſe ſteps, which 
lead us the ſame way, but the deli- 
ncation 
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neation af theſe however may ſerve at pre- 
ſent, not only as fo many land-marks to 
guard us from this dangerous coaſt which 
I have deſcribed, but to direct us like- 
wiſe into that ſaſe one, where we can 
only expect the reward the goſpel pro- 
miſes. For, if according to the firſt 
recited cauſes, a man fails in examining 
his works from a diſinclination to re- 
form them. from partiality of com- 
pariſons, — from flattery to his own 
motives, and a vain dependence upan 
the opinion of the world, the con- 
cluſion is unavoidable, that he muſt 
{earch for the qualities the moſt oppolite 
to theſe far his conductors. And if 
he hopes to diſcharge this work fo as 
to have advantage from it. that be 
ouſt ſet out upon the principles of an 
attached 
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attached principally to that object, wich · 
out regard to the ſpiritual condition of 
others, or the miſguided opinions which 
the world may have of himſelf. 


That for this end—he muſt call his 
own ways to remembrance, and fearch 
out his ſpirit, —fearch his actions with 
cing curiosity, we are wont to fit in 
thing — and diſguiling nothing. If he 
proceeds thus, and in every relation of 
life takes a full view of himſelf with- 
out prejudice—— traces his actions to 
their principles without mercy, and looks 
Into the dark corners and receſſes of his 
enquiry he acts conſiſtent with his 
view in it, by reforming his errors, ſepa- 
rating 
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maſs with repentance ; — this will bid 
fair for examining a man's works in the 
apoſtle*s ſenſe :---and whoever diſcharges 
the duty thus---with a view to ſcripture, 
which is the rule in this caſe---and to rea- 
fon, which is the applier of this rulc in 
all caſes---nced not fear but ic will have 
what the prophet calls rcjc.cing in himſelf, 
and, that be will lay the foundation of his 
peace and comfort where it ought to lay--- 
that is, within himſelf ---in the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, and the joyful ex- 
pectation that having done his utmoſt to 
examine his own works here, that God 
merits of Chriſt, which God grant, 
Amen. 
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What ! — Hall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and ball we not receive 
evil alſo ? 


HESE are the words of Job ut- 
tered in the depth of his mi- 
fortunes, by way of reproof to his wife, 


him in the foregoing verſe; namely, 


not to retain his integrity any longer, — 
but to curſe Cod and die. Though it 
is not very evident, what was parti- 
cularly meant and implied in the words 
—* Curſe God and die,” --yet it is certain _ 
from Job's reply to them, that they di- 
rected him to ſome ſten, which was raſh 
and 
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and unwarrantable, and probably, as it is 
generally explained, meant that he ſhould 
openly call God's juſtice to an account, 
and by a blaſphemous accuſation of it, 
provoke God to deſtroy his being : as it 
ſhe had ſaid, After ſo many fad things 
which have befallen thee, notwithſtand- 
ing thy integrity, what gaineſt thou by 
ſerving God, ſecing he bears thus hard 
upon thee, as though thou waſt his ene- 
my ?— ought ſo faithful a fervant as 
thou haſt been, to receive ſo much un- 
kind treatment at his hands; — and 
tamely to ſubmit to it ?—patiently to 
fuſtain the cvils he has brought upon 
thy bouſe, and neither murmur with thy 
lips, nor charge him with injuſtice ?— 
bear it not thus; and as thy piety could 
tuncs, —nor thy behaviour under them 
could 
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could ſince move God to take pit: 
on thee ; change thy conduct towards 
kim,—boldly cxpoſtulate with him, — 
call his juſtice and providence to an 
account for oppreſſing thee in ſo un- 
deſerved a manner, and get that benefit 
by provoking him, which thou haſt not 
to die at once by his hands, and be 
freed, at leaſt, from the greater miſery 


of a lingering, and a more tormenting 
death. 


On the other hand, ſome interpreters 
original, is equivocal, and does more 
literally ſignify here, to bleſs, than to 
pany, tr nt” 
Vor. II. whole 
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| ſhe beheld her lord afflicted both with 
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upon a voluntary death himſelf, which 
was an act nat only in his own power, 
but what carried ſome appearance of a 
remedy with it, and promiſed, at leaſt at 


. firſt ſight, ſome reſpite from pain, as it 
would put an end, both to his life, and his 


poverty and ſickneſs ; — by one ſudden 
blow brought down from his palace to * 
the dunghill. — Jn one mournful day, 


the ſaw, that not only the fortunes of his 


houſe were blaſted, but likewiſe the 
hopes of his poſterity cut off for ever by 
the untimely loſs of his children. 
She knew he was a virtuous and an 
upright man, and deſerved a better fate ; 
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—— her heart bled the more for him---; 
dreadful, —that there appeared no poſ- 
{ad ſituation of his affairs,---that death, 
the laſt——the ſureſt friend to the unfor- 
tunate, could only ſet him free; — and that 
it was better to reſolve upon that at once, 
than vainly endeavour to wade through 
ſuch a ſea of troubles, which in the end 
would overwhelm him. — We may ſup- 
poſe her ſpirits ſinking under thoſe appre- 
henſions, when ſhe began to look upon 
his conſtancy as-a fiutrleſs virtue, and 
from that perſuaſion, to have ſaid: unto 
him,---Curſe God, — depend no longer 
upon him, nor wait the iſſues of his 
providence which has already forſaken 
theez —as there is no help from that 
quarter,—refolve to extricate thyſelf— 
and 


— „ere CODY a a 


„ ð; aw BG - - n 


SERMON XV. 197 


and ſince thou haſt met with no juſtice in 
this world. leave it, die —and force 
thy paſſage into a better country, where 
misfortunes cannot follow thee. 


Whether this paraphraſe upon the 
words is juſt, or the former interpre- 
text is equally proper; —What ! —ſhall 
we receive good at the hands of God, 
and ſhall we not receive evil alſo? Are 
not both alike the diſpenſations of an 
all-wiſe, ard good being, who knows 
and determines what 75 beft ? and where- 
fore ſhould I make myſelf the judge, 
to receive the one, and yet be ſo partial 
as to reject the other, when by fairly 
putting both into the ſcale, I may be 
convinced how much the good outweighs 
the evil in all caſes? in my own, con- 
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nder how ftrong this argument is againſt 


In the beginning of my days, how did 
Cod crown me with honor? In how re- 
markable a manner did his providence ſet 
a hedge about me, and about all that 
I had on every fide? —how he proſpered 
the works of my hands, fo that our ſub- 


ſtance and happineſs increaſed every day ? 


And now, when for reaſons beft known 
to his infinite wiſdom, he has thought 
fit to try me with affliftions, hall '2 
rebell againſt him in finning with my 
lips, and charging him fooliſhly ?—God 
forbid.——O rather may I look up to- 
for he maketh ſore and he bindet up,— 
he woundeth and his hands make whole; 


had, from his wiſdom, all I have loſt, 
for he giveth and he hath taken away. 


bleſſed be his name. 


There are few inſtances of particular 
virtue more engaging than thoſe, of this 
heroic caſt ; and if we may take the teſti- 
mony of a heathen philoſopher upon it, 
there is not an object in this world which 
God can be ſuppoſed to look down upon 


with greater pleaſure, than that of a good 
man involved in misfortunes, ſurrounded 


ſuch objects muſt be truly engaging,--and 
the reaſon of ſo exalted ancncomium from 
this hand, is caly to be gueſſed: no 
doubt the wiſeſt of the heathen philo- 
N 4 ſophers 
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ſophers had found from obſervation 
upon the life of man, that the many 
troubles and infirmities of his nature, 
the ſickneſſes, diſappointments, ſorrows 
for the loſs of children or property, with 
the numberleſs other calamities and croſs 
accidents, to which the life of man is | 
ſubject, were in themſelves fo great. | 
and ſo 7it:le folid comfort to be admi- 


nature laid upon it. And for this rea- 
ſon tis obſervable that there is no ſub- 
ject, upon which the moral writers of 
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antiquity have exhauſted ſo much of their 
eloquence, or where they have ſperit ſuch 
time and pains, as in this of endeavour- 
ing to reconcile men to theſe evils. In- 
ſomuch, that from thence in moſt mo- 
olf affliction has by degrees obtained the 
name of philoſophy, and almoſt mono- 
polized the word to itſelf, as if it was 
the chief end, or compendium of all the 
wiſdom which philoſophy had to offer. 
And indeed conſidering what lights they 
had, ſome of them wrote extremely well; . 
yet, as what they ſaid proceeded more 
generally more calculated to filence a 
man in his troubles, than to convince, - . 
and teach him how to bear them. And 
their arguments might appear in the 
reading, 
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reading,” tis to be fared they loſt much 
of: their efficacy, when tried in the ap- 
plication. If a man was thruſt back in 
the world by diſappointments, or — as 
was Job's cale— had fuffered a ſudden 
change in his fortunes, from an affluent 
condition was brought down by a train 
of cruel accidents, and pinched with po- 
verty, — philoſophy would come in, and 
exhort him to ſtand his ground ; — it 
would tell him that the fame greatneſs 
and ſtrength of mind, which enabled 


him to behave well in the days of his 


behave well in the days of his adverſity 3 
— that it was the property of only weak 
and baſe ſpirits, who were infolent in the 
one, to be dejected and overthrown by 
the other: whereas great and generous 


ſouls were at all times calm and cqual. — 
As 
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to a heart already pierced with ſorrow, — 
nor is # to be conceived how an un- 
fortunate creature ſhould any more re- 
ceive relief from ſuch a lecture, however 
juſt, than a man racked with an acute 
fit of the gout or ſtone, could be ſup- 
poſed to be fet free from torture, by 
hearing from his phyſician a nice diſſer- 
con ſolations in ſickneſa, or in afflitions 
for the death of friends and kindred, 
were juſt as efficacious, —and were rather 
in general to be conſidered as good ſay- 
| ings 
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a man was bereaved of a promiſing child, 
in whom all his hopes and expectations 
centered or a wife was left deſtitute to 
mourn the loſs and protection of a kind 
and tender huſband, Seneca or Epicte- 
tus would tell the penſive parent and 
diſconſolate widow, — that tears and la- 
mentation for the dead were fruitleſs and 
abfurd ;---that to die, was the neceſſary 
and | unavoidable debt of nature; and 
as it could admit of no remedy— twas 
impious and fooliſh to grieve and fret 
themſelves upon it. Upon which ſage 
counſel, as well as many other leſſons 
of the ſame ſtamp, the ſame reflection 


might be applied, which is faid to have 


been made by one of the roman empe- 
rors, to one who adminiſtered the ſame 


conſolation to him on a like occaſion 
2 Ss to 
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to whom adviſing him to be comforted, 
and make himſelf eaſy, fince the event 
had been brought about by a fatality 
That this was ſo far from leſſening 
his trouble —that it was the very circum- 
ſtance which occaſioned it. So that 
upon the whole---when the true value of 
theſe, and many more of their current ar- 
gaments have been weighed and brought 
to the reſt —one is led to doubt, whether 
the greateſt part of their heroes, the 
moſt renowned for conſtancy, were not 
much more indebted to good nerves 
and ſpirits, or the natural happy frame 
of their tempers, for behaving well, than 

to any extraordinary helps, which they 
could be ſuppoſed to receive from their 
inſtructors. And therefore I ſhould make 
+ no ſcruple to aſſert, that one ſuch in- 
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depended on in caſes of real ſtreſs, and 
chat theſe are able to encounter the worſt 
emergencies ; and to bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which our 


- Conlider chen what virtue the very 
Grſt principle of religion has, and how 


This leads me to the point I aim at in 
this diſcourſe z —namely, that there are 
no principles but thoſc of religion to be 


life is ſubject. 


wonderfully it is conducive to this cad. 


That there is a God, a powerful, a wile 


and good being, who farſt made the worid 


and continues to govern itz —by whoſe 


goodneſs all things are deligned—and 
by whoſc providence all things are con- 


. ducted to bring about the greateſt and 
beſt ends. The forrowful and penſive 
wretch that was giving way to his mil- 

| fortunes, 
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fortunes, and mournfully finking under 
them, the moment this doctrine comes 
in to his aid, huſhes all his complaints — 
and thus ſpeaks comfort to his foul,---< It 
is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him 
good, —without his direction I know that 
no evil can befall me, — without his per- 
miſſion that no power can hurt me,—it is 
impoſlible a being ſo wiſe ſhould miſtake 
my happineſs or that a being ſo good 
mould contradict it. If he has denied 
me riches or other advantages perhaps 
he foreſees the gratifying my wiſhes would 
undo me, and by my own abuſe of them 
be perverted to my ruin. — If he has 
denied me the requeſt of children, —or 
in his providence has thought fit to- take 
them from me—how can I fay—whether 
he has not dealt kindly with me; and 
only taken that away which he forelaw 

would 
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would embitter and ſhorten my days. —It 
does fo, to thouſands, where the diſobedi- 


ence of a thanklefs child has brought down 
the parents grey hairs with ſorrow to the 


I fay, but theſe are bleſſings in diſguiſe ? 
 —ſo many different expreſſions of his cate 
and concern to diſintangle my thoughts 
from this world, and fix them upon ano- 
ther, another, a better world beyond 
this! This thought opens a new ſcene 
of hope and conſolation to the unfortu- 
nate ;—and as the perſuaſion of a pro- 
vidence reconciles him to the evils he 
has ſuffered, this proſpect of a future 
liſe gives him ſtrength to deſpiſe them, 
and eſteem the light afflictions of his life 
as they are—not worthy to be compared 
to what is reſerved for him hereafter. 


Vor. II. 0 Things 
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Things are great or {mall by compa- 
riſon — and he who looks no further 
than this world, 2nd ballances the ac- 
counts of his joys and ſufferings from 
that conſideration, finds all his forrows 
enlarged, and at the cloſe of them will be 
apt to look back, and caſt the ſame ſad 
reflection upon the whole, which the 
patriarch did to Pharaoh, — That few 
and evil had been the days of his pilgri- 
mage. But let him lift up his eyes 
towards heaven, and ſtedfaſtly behold 
the life and immortality of a future tate, 
—be then wipes away all tears from 
off his eyes for ever and ever;—like 
that he is returning home; — he feels 
not the weight of his chains, or counts 
the days of his captivity; but looks for- 


ward 
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ward with rapture towards the country 
where his heart is fled before. 


Theſe are the aids which religion of- 
fers us towards the regulation of our 
ſpirit under the evils of life, —bur like 
great cordials. they are ſeldom uſed 
but on greater occurrences. In the leſſer 
evils of liſe we ſeem to ſtand unguarded 
and our peace and contentment are 
overthrown, and our happineſs broke in 
upon by a little impatience of ſpirit, 
under the croſs and untoward accidents 
we meet with. Theſe ſtand unprovided 
for, and we negle& them as we do the 
flighter indiſpoſitions of the body 
wlach we think not worth treating ſe- 
riouſly—and fo leave them to nature. 
In good habits of the body, this may do, 
— and I would gladly belicve, there are 

O 2 ſuch 
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fuch good habits of the temper,---ſuch a 
complexional «cafe and health of heart, as 
— We are ſtill to conſider chat however 
ſuch good frames of mind are got—they 
are worth preſerving by all rules ;—pa- 
treaſure hid in the field for which a man 
fold all he had to purchaſe---is of that 
price that it cannot be had at too great 
a purchaſe, ſince without it, the beſt 
condition in life cannot make us happy, 
---and with it, it is impoſſible we ſhould 
be miſerable even in the worſt. Give 
me leave therefore to cloſe this diſcourſe 
with ſome reflections upon the ſubject 
of a contented mind — and the duty in 
man of regulating his ſpirit, in our way 
through life a ſubject in cvery body's 
mouth — preached upon daily to our 

triends 


3 
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friends and kindred----but too oft in 
ſuch a ſtyle, as to convince the party 
letured, only of this truth; that we 
bear the misfortuncs of others with ex- 
cellent tranquility. 


believe there are thouſands ſo ex- 
travagant in their ideas of contentment, 
as to imagine that it muſt conſiſt in 
having every thing in this world turn 
out the way they wiſh ; —that they are 
to fir down in happineſs, and feel them- 
ſelves ſo at caſe at all points, as to deſire 
nothing better, and nothing more. 1 
own there are inſtances of ſome, who 
ſeem to paſs through the world, as if all 
their paths had been ſtrewed with roſe 
buds of delight; but a little experience 
will convince us, *tis a fatal expectation 
to go upcn.—V\c are born to trouble, 
and 
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and we may depend upon it whilſt we 
live in this world we ſhall have it, 
though with intermiſſions —— that is, 
in whatever ſtate we are, we ſhall find | 
a mixture of good and evil; and ther- 
fore the true way to contentment, is to 
know to receive theſe certain viciſſitudes | 
of life, —the returns of good and evil, ſo 
as neither to be exalted by the one, or over- | 
thrown by the other, but to bear our- 4 
ſelves towards every thing which hap- | 
pens, with ſuch eaſe and indifference of 
mind, as to hazard as little as may 
g 
} 


* 
- 


be. This is the true temperate climate 
fitted for us by nature, and in which 
every wiſe man would wiſh to live. — 
God knows, we are perpetually ſtraying 
out of it, and by giving wings to our 
- imaginations in the tranſports we dream 
of, from ſuch or ſuch a ſituation ia life, we 


is to be had of it in this world, and for 
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are carried away alternately into all the 
extremes of hot and cold, for which ag 
we are neither fitted by nature, or pre- 
pared by expeCtation, we feel them 
with all their violence, and with all 
their danger too. 


God, for wiſe reaſons, has made our 
affairs in this world, almoſt as fickle and 
capricious as ourſelves.----Pain and plea- 
other; and he that knows how to accom- 
modate himſelf totheir periodical returns, 
and can wiſely extract the good from 
the evil, — knows only how to live : — 
this is true contentment, at leaſt all that 


this every man muſt be indebted not 
to his fortune but to himſelſ.— And in- 


deed it would have been ſtrange, it a 
duty fo becoming us as dependent crea- 


tures 
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our well beings, had been placed out 
of the reach of any in ſome meaſure to 
put in practice L and for this reaſon, there 
is ſcarce any lot fo low, but there is 
ſom- thing in it to ſatisfy the man whom 
it has befallen; providence having fo 
ordered things, that in every man's cup, 
how bitter ſoever, there are ſome cordial 
drops----ſome good ci cumſtances, which 
if wiſely extracted are ſufficient for the 
purpoſe he wants them. that is, to make 
him contented, and if not happy, at leaſt 
reſigned. May God bleſs us all with 
this Spirit, for the ſake of Jeſus Chrilt, 
Amen. 
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